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TkU work was criginaUy puiUahed in 1829, and 
oopisa of the Edition of that date am now very ranrtiy 
nM< with. In this reprini some rovision o/ths original 
issue has been attemptedt though certain guaint and 
owious forms of spMng remain as in the original. 
A Bibliography of the books rtferred to oasuaUy through- 
out the workf and an Index of NameSf <fo., have been 
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PREFACE. 



TVP i"d««nent far pablishiiMj tiie foUawmg 
^^^-'B- pages ifly in one instanoey by way of answer 
to many requests that have been made to me on 
aoooant of what the candnctor of the Ch/rdmm^B 
MagaxvM subjoined to a short Gommtmicatian I sent 
to him in 1826 ; and which communication, and its 
answer, appeared in that Magamne for October, 1826. 
I have given them below.* I beg, therefore, to say 

* *SiB,^If tlietlineiiiidcnvxtttealnlflf snggestiaBsan wortby 

«f your Moeptanoe, or If Uiqr wOl be the meuis of indnciag anj 

pciwm to effaot ■onurthtag of tbe auno Und, they axe at your 

•enrloe. 

*I aB, Sir, yonr oonataiit reader, 

'/Hue. 1828. *a FSLIQK.' 

*L Would It be desixable to have A CabOogM^ JMtami 4if 
Book9 M Eortkniimt^ RngHah end gareign I— The first aeriea of the 
b|^h oatalognetobebronshtdown to the demlae of Heory VIIL ; 
theaeoondtothatofCaiarlflaU.; the third to that of Geoise H. ; 
tiM fourth to that of OeoEge in. 

<Neaiiy fifty yean ago, I aaw In the libnriM at Oaea aad 
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vi PREFACE. 

that it is not in my power, for many reasons (declining 
health being one), to supply any of the duidaniUk 
there alluded to. The Catalogue Raiaomti, as well 
as the Biography of some eofiy ffortiouUuristB^ would 
find, we all know, abundant materials towards com- 
posing them in many rich pages in the JSneyeiopaxKa 
of Oairdming^ and in the libraries of Qzf ord, Cam- 
bridge, the British Museum, in those of the late Sir 
JoB^h Banks, and of the present W. Forsyth, Esq., 
and in those of the London, Caledonian, and other 

Rouen, Mv«ral Asglo-KonnMi MSS. on tbe oiiltiT«tion of oidar, and 
on genenl agricnltnre^ and very poisibly there may be aome oon- 
oendng borttenltnie. Many libraries on the Continent, no donbt, 
will thxow light on thia anbjeet, particularly those of Ghent, 
Bragea, Braaads, and Holland. 

't, A onrioua work might be formed by giiing ooplea of aome of 
fhoM platea which adorn many old booka which contain deacrip- 
tlona of aome of our Old BngUsh Cfardms, belonging to onr aadent 
religioaa honaea, or to the manaiona of oar old nobility and gentry. 
Some of these plates are by admirable foreign engravera. They 
might be classed under each oonnty, and bronght down to tbe 
demise of George IL 

'Bay dedicates his FUfu to Lady Geinid,of Genraid'a Bromley, 
in Staffovdahire. Plot gives a plate of thia manalon, and part of ita 
garden. Bee alao the garden in Vertne's line whole-length print of 
Sir P. Sydney. Perhaps there may be aomewhers a plate of Sir 
W. Balelgh'a garden at Sherborne, in Doraetahlre. We have thia 
aoconnt of hia hooae: "A moat fyne honae^ beautified with 
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PREFACE. vji 

HofrtieQltural Societies. I unwillingly relinquish this 
latter work, being certain that I could by no means 
do the subject justice. I have very slightly attempted 
it in a little tracts published a few months, ago under 
the title of Oi» C&0 FartraUs of Engf^k Authora an 
Churdemng. Both these subjects must diffuse in the 
mind of the composer nearly the same delight with 
which Horace Walpole prepared the papers of Vertue; 
which Dr. Pulteney no doubt experienced when 
sketching the ProgresB qf Botany; which the Rev. 

orahiutdM, gMdou, ind grovw of snob yarietie and ddygkt, that 
wlwiher you o(Huid«rfhe good m aaa of aoyle^ the plflaoamitnaiita of 
tho aeate, and other delyoaciea belonging to it, it is impaiaUeled by 
any in tbeae partea." 

' What inftffination, on this head, might have been gleaned fnm. 
the late Sir W. Temple, or from Kent, or from even him who haa 
immortaliaed Kent, from Mr. Popehimedf, whoae chief delight waa 
in hia own garden, or from Ifr. Brelyn, Mr. Gray, Mr. Maaon, or 
from Mr. Batea, the celebrated and ancient horticiiltiirist of Hi|^ 
Wyoombe, who died then aome few years ago, at the great age of 
ai^^-nJnal 

' This work mi^^t inohtde many aoattered and curiooa gleanings 
from our old gardena. I will mention only one : " Talking of 
hedgea," aaya Mr. Ckibbett, in one of hiaiZiiraZ RideB, "reminds me 
of having aeen a box-hedge Jnst aa I came oat of Petworth, more 
than twelve feet broad, and abont fifteen faet high. I dareaay it 
ia aeveral centuiea old. I think it ia abont forty yards long. It ia 
a great onriodty." In aome of the villagea near Northampton, are 
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EKtridc Keith must have felt when oooaponng the 
Introductioii to his System qf Pkymcloffieal Bctamiy; 
or which warmed the breast of Heotor St John, when 
dedicating his IsttBrs frcm an JuMrioem FcKrm&r to 
the Abb6 BaynaL 

With respect to the plates of amt M SngUth 
gardeMf I have odIj to say that wh«i I published, in 
1785, MtaoeUanieB en Ancient and Modem Gardtmngy 
and on the Soenonf of Naturej I formed a plan of pub* 
lishing views of some secluded, curious old mansions, 

■ome eldttr trwi of ilngalarly nniuiiil sin. About tho year 1688, 
many gwdans would thflo huft ftimUhod one wifk what if now 
•QggMted, if wo may Jodgo from what Woriidfe then wrote: 
" Neither ii then a noUe or pleoeoateeat in flkigbmd, hat hath tte 
gardens for pleasnie and delight So that we may, wtthont faoity, 
ooadnde, that a garden of plea«aat aveniiee» walks, fruits, ilowen^ 
grots, and other branches springing from it, well oomposed, is the 
only oomplete and permanent inanimate ol^eot of delist the woild 
affords." 

't. A B(agrtfpkf qf tome MHy HartioidtmiKU wovld dlAise 



'We shonldbe mnoh grakifled if Mr. Nton wonld supply some 
of tte aboYe intereeting desiderata himeelf. Though we have not 
the advantage of his aeqnaintsnoe, and do not know his address, 
weoaa iaier ftom his oommnnioatkm that few are so oniable of 
instnicting and entertainiag the onrlons hortionltozist A 
Uogr^ihy of Mr. Bates, or any aneodotm respecting him, wonld 

very aooeptable.' 
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PREFACE. ix 

Boch as those not geDerally known to the puUio^ faom 
their being more buried in the bosom of the country : 

With their venerable decorations of ancient splendour, 
their gardens, and their portraits ; many of beauties 
whose cheeks <bkxmi in after-ages,' and where I have 
indignantly seen many rich treasures of painting 
mouldering on their walls. What I then colleoted 
waS| many years ago, destroyed or parted with; 
for those whom I most wished to have pleased have 
k>ng since been shrouded in the sUence of the tomb : 

One viewed such neglected and venerable seats with 
regret at the decay of so many appendages of the 
grandeur, or happiness, of former times; one trod the 
ground where many eminent and worthy men resided 
with pensive emotions of respect (so Johnson felt 
when viewing the alcove and garden at Wdwyn), and 
as the * inaudible and noiseless foot of time' has kmg 
since extinguished these ancient and, some of them, 
magnificent houses, with their hospitable estaUish- 
ments, one can only reflect on what Madame de 
Sevign^ says : ^ La vie est courte, c'est bien tAt fait ; 
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le fleuve qui nous entraine est si rapide, qu'i peine 
pouvons-nouB 7 parottre.' 

I cannot retrain from giving the following extract 
from Dr. Pulteney's Sketehsa^ just premising that the 
writings of John Bay must impress every one with the 
highest sentiments of respect and veneration for that 
eminent man, whose whole life was devoted to 
charitable and benevolent purposes. ' It may gratify 
the curiosity of some,' says Dr. Pulteney, 'who 
reverence the name of Mr. Bay, to be informed, that 
in one of these excursions Dr. Watson was led, by his 
respect to the memory of that great and good man, to 
visit the spot where he had lived at Black NoUey, in 
Essex. This was in the year 1760. To Dr. Watson 
this was classical ground. I was informed by him at 
that time that he found Mr. Bay's monument removed 
out of the church, where it formerly stood, into the 
churchyard, and hardly visible for brambles ; these he 
had removed while he stayed. That he found the 
house in a state which indicated no alteration having 
taken place, except what more than half -a-century of 
time might be supposed necessarily to have occasioned ; 
unless that indeed some of the windows were stopped 
up to save the tax ; and that the orchard bore all the 
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PREFACE. zi 

appearanoe of being, as near as poesible, in Uie state 
in whidi it must have been in Mr. Bay's lifetime. 
That the inhabitants of the village knew little of him, 
and the people of the house had only heard that he 
was a great traveller.' 

A writer whose name I forget observes, 'Where 
is now the Greek, or the Roman, or the Goth, or the 
Norman ? — all gone down and mingled with the mass 
of mankind. What imperial nation of antiquity has 
retained its laws, or religion, or countenance ? The 
grave has mixed them all in one great decay, and 
other masters of empire have marched upon the soil 
and trampled out their monumoits.' 

Not many years ago a rich illuminated pedigree of 
the ancient, but now forgotten and extinct, family of 
Ouf aude was discovered stopping the broken casement 
of a miserable cottage at Basingstoke.* 

The following article is from No. 311 of that 
amusing assemblage of literature, the Mvnwt : ' In the 
churchyard of Aldworth, near Newbury, is a yew-tree 
which, according to the best information, is not less 
than 800 years old. The girth of one part of the 

* ' Here's a fine revolntioii if we had the trick to lee it' 

HomJkL 
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trunk 18 above nine yards, and its branches extend 
over the graves beneath to an immense extent. On 
entering the chnioh we are struck with astcmishment 
at the sight of the gigantic effigies and tombs that 
occupy a very krge proportion of its interior ; there 
are tour reclining figures of men in aimour, and on a 
tomb near the pulpit, in the middle of the church, are 
figures in brass of Nicholas, Lord de la Beche, and his 
lady, resting their heads on stone pillars, and their 
feet on lions or dogs. The effigies are all of the family 
of de la Beche, who came from Normandy with 
William the First. Tradition says there was a pedi- 
gree of the family formerly hung at the east end of 
the south aisle; but that, when Elinbeth visited 
Aldworth in one of her excursions, Leicester took it 
down to show to Her Majesty and it was never replaced. 
The arches against the north and south walls over the 
tomb of Lord and Lady de la Beche are much enriched 
with quartrefoils, roses, crocketts, Ac, in the prevail- 
ing taste of Edward the Third.' These few instances 
feelingly remind one * what shadows we are and what 
shadows we pursue.' 

A translation from some Chinese book thui 
moralises on the revolutions of families: ^These 
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PREFACE. xlii 

verdant mountains, these lovely meadows, were onoe 
possessed by families now gone to decay. Let not the 
present possessors exult too much ; others after them 
may be masters in their turn.' 

I offer nearly all the following pages, meagre as 
they are, as a skeleton, or a veiy loose sketch, and in 
the hope that some spirited and affluent person may 
publidi what I have in the first page of the following 
work suggested; and that such person may be induced 
to make application to the descendants of some of 
those feunilies who may have preserved vestiges, or 
drawings, of gardens, which were once the pride and 
delight of their ancestors. That oil paintings of our 
ancient gardens now exist in the mansions of many of 
our nobility and gentry there can be no doubt. If 
such a work as the above proposed one should ever 
strike the mind of the author of the Ewouy on As lAft^ 
Character, and TaUnU of Thomat ChaUerkm, and 
whose rich plates so grandly exhibit that 

'• . . . mysteik of a human hand, 
The pride of Biiatowa and the wettem land,' 

there can be no doubt but that the engravings which 
would then be produced of our ancient gardens would 
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deeeire the same honest testimony which was paid to 
his ofcher plates of our AncimU ArMteekure and Cathe" 
dral AfUiquiUieSy viz. : * With respect to the plates, it 
would not he easy to find any language too emphatical 
in praise. Nothing more exquisite has heen seen, or 
can he conceived, than the execution of them.' 
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OHAFTEB I. 



GLEANINGS ON GARDENS, CHIEFLY; RESPECTING 
THOSE OF THE ANQENT STYLE IN ENGLAND. 

rthat rich assemblage of whatever ooncems 
horticalturey Loudon's JBnoi^elopadia of Gar- 
dming^ is ( page 71 ) a beautiful plate of Ohats- 
worth ; and in the second volume of Britton's ArM' 
UdMral AvUiqmHes are two fascinating plates, of the 
old garden at Oznead Hall and of that at Long- 
leat. The sight of these plates may, and I hope will, 
induce some gentleman to publish in a similar neat 
style a selection of plates of some of those magnificent 
and beautiful old English gardens which, during the 
reigns of Elizabeth, James I. and 11., Charles I. and 
II., William, Anne, George I. and II., and the early 
part of that of George III., adorned, embellished, 
and enriched the mansions of many of our nobility 
and gentry. 

That distinguished writer on the Picturesque, Sir 
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XJyedale Price, even &e regrets with exquisite f eding 
the destruction of many of our gardens in the old 
sfjle, arguing for the poreservation of the few re- 
mains that then existed of their ancient magnificence. 
Horace Walpole, too, farings to our pleased recollection 
the ancient style of some of our gardens, when his 
enthusiasm paints with such delight that art which, 
to use his own words, * softens Nature's harshness and 
copies her graceful touch.' To such, therefore^ who 
wish to view what &ngramng8 have been given of 
some of our andant gardens, I beg to offer the follow- 
ing most scanty and scattered gleanings for their 
inspection: — 

In the Oard&nat^g LaiyrinAf 'are set forth divers 
knots and mazes, cunningly handled for the beauti- 
fying of gardens ;' and two or three of these woodcuts 
might be copied.* 

In the title-page to Gerard's own edition of his 
JSerhatt is a very neat plate of a garden, probably his 
own <fine garden' in Holbomy so eulogised by Dr. 
BoUen and others. 

Ohauncey's Herts exhibits Aspeden Hall with its 
garden. Bespect for the memory of John Ughtf oot, 
the most eminent in Babbinioal learning this countiy 

* In the Gatalogiie of the' HarleUm MSB., No. 6808, is the 
ibllowing entry ^-' Variety of pkne for geiden plots, wUdenesMi, 
Ac, neatly drawn on paper, bat without any wilting at alL* 
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ev«r produced, and whose reaidenoe at Oatherine Hally 
Cambridge, causes that spot to be still gazed on with 
respectful awe, induces one to wish this view of 
Aspeden (the frequent scene of his happy social visits) 
was re-engraved. One may say of Lightf oot what watf 
said of Young — ^*full of benevolence, goodness, and 
piety.' A beautiful edition of Chauncey has latelgf 
come out in two volumes, 8vo., and which exhibits 
three or four other gardens. 

Worlidge, in his Systema HwHoulifUftai^ 8vo., 1688, 
has two engravings by Yan Houe, being the form of 
gardens 'according to the newest models.' Though 
these may be called very simple models, yet one almost 
wishes to preserve them out of respect to the author, 
so frequently does he break forth in praise of gardens, 

Kennef s PofrocMai AtUiqinties gives a good plate 
of Saresden House and garden, and one or two other 
gardens. 

Dugdale's Warwickshire has five or six gardens. 

The frontispiece to the seventh edition of London 
and Wise's Compleat GtvrcPner^ and the two neat cuts 
of gardens, at page 22 ; also, in their Setind Oard&ner 
are several plates of parterres, knots, labyrinths, grass 
plots and arches, and a j^an of Marshal Tallard's 
garden at Nottingham. 

In Brajr's Memcira of John Ewtyn is a slight 
etching of the garden at WeottoQk 
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Several plates are worth inspeotiiig in Switzer^s 
Frm% Oardener^ in his lehnographia^ and in his 
Hf^drauUeks, 

Thomas Bowles engraved trellis-work for the 
entrances into arbors^ shady walks, &c. 

Langley's PtineipleB of Ooftdmwifigj and James' 
Theory amd Fractioe of €hfrdmwng may be seen. 

There is rather a curious frontispiece to the Towng 
Ooird/Mn'% Director^ by EL Stevenson, 1716, 8vo. ; 
another also in the CowUry Oentienum'a Vade Meoum, 
by Giles Jacob, 1717, 8vo. ; and another very neat 
one as a frontispiece to Charles Evelyn's Zad^a 
BecreoHcn. 

Buck has given us the curious garden at Hon- 
nington Hall, Warwickshire. 

The frontispiece to Seely's Siawe. 

Highmore drew, and Tinney engraved, a set of 
beautiful views of Hampton Court, Middlesex, and 
theffofrdens. 

The frontispiece to Miller's DicUonary^ 2 vols., 
foUo, 1731. 

The frontispiece to Nourse's Ccmpcmia FasUx^ 8vo. 

Lawrence's dergynunie Eeoreation gives two plates. 
One of these, I presume, exhibits his own garden and 
vicarage house; if so, this should be an additional 
motive for our preserving this little testimony to his 
memory. He is well deserving of it from the zeal 
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with which he throughout mentions the pleasures of 
a garden. 

Many of the old gardens at Oxford may be seen 
in the curious views given of them in Loggan's 
Oxoma lUitatrata ; in the very neat ones in Bkelton's 
Oxoma EestaurcOa and in Williams' Ox(mia Depicta. 
Beeverelly in his DeUoea de la Grande Breiagne^ has 
given reduced copies of some of them, and also of the 
Cambridge gardens. Loggan has also given some of 
the latter ones in his Cantabrigia Hhutrata* 

* James DaUairay, in his fnteresting Aneodotet of the ArU, pays 
the foUowing tribate to Oxford ^— ' Oxford is not more distingnished 
for beanty as a city, than for the number and pleasantness of its 
gardens and pablic resorts. The *' cathedral length of trees" at 
Christ Chnrch, the bowers of Merton, the happy effects of modem 
gardening at St. John's, and of the style qf th$ latt age in Trinity 
and New Colleges, with the delightfol retreats on the banks of the 
CherweU, at Magdalene, compose environs of infinite amenity. 
The Bn^ish Academns enjoys its *'stadions walks and shades* 
whidh yield to those of Athens only on aoconnt of the rerdntSons 
of our climate.* 

It is scarcely possible to think on Oxford without the mind 
recnrring to the recollection of the late Dr. Thomas Warton. No 
man took greater pleasure than he did in conversing, not only on its 
ancient college gardens, but on those that in his youth existed in the 
adjacent counties. His poems exhibit the richest imagery when 
painting the scenes of Nature. Flattery cannot now 'sooth the dull 
cold ear of death,' and therefore let me devote a very brief tribute 
to that mild and good man, by quoting a fow lines from one who 
knew him well : * Before I enter on the sul:ject of his great literary 
abilities I must mention what is much more estimable^ the virtu 
and goodness of his heart Truth, honour, and a generosity of dls* 
position, endeared him to all who knew him. From an unsuflpecting 
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There is a oat of a litde garden in the title-pege 
to Barton's LeioBslerMre. 

Honait's Asev has a plan of Oolcheeter, whioh 
giyes the gardens belonging to a great nuooy of their 
priTate hoasee. This reminds one of what the 
EneydopoMa of Oardmngj at page 1070, says : 
* Formerly the tradesmen of Chelmsfard and CU- 
chester were moch attaohed to the caltin^e of florists' 

koiiMty of bMrt flo««d a gentlenen, a aimpUdty of numiwfB, vliloh 
reiidered him hj^y widftaripg to his frkndB. He was aboTe all iho 
little eraaloDB of cold and selflah hearts ; a benerolenoe extensiye 
gave a lustre to everj virtae. He never did a wmm action : always 
exalted, always ezoiUent, noble, and elerated In his sentiments, his 
character was nnsnlUed, He was eminent f6r all the mild and social 
yirtoes. The goodness and sweetness of his disposition were re- 
markable. Snbh was the devatikm of his mind, that he appeared 
totally above taking notice of what so often disc o mposes even men 
of sense and learning. One of the chief parts in Us diameter was 
benevolsnoe. How great mnst be the charitable temper he possessed 
«rh«n his income^ whioh solely arose from his merit and liteiaiy 
Isbouis, was great part of it spent in benevolent actions I As he 
was the least ostentatioas of men, much of his generous goodness 
was concealed, yet nmch was known to the woild; the rest to only 
his Creator, to good angels, and to himself; his beneficence^ Uke 
himself; was silent and sincere.' 

Let me apply to him what Swift's Lord Cork says of Archbishop 
Heixing: ' Honour and reverence wUl attend his nsme while this 
world lasts ; happiness and gloiy will remain with him for ever.' 

I cannot also prevent myself from sppealing to my reader in the 
ccnclndiog words of Boilean's epitaph on Badne : * toi qui qoe 
ta soi% qui la pietA attire en oe saint lien, plains dans n&slezcelleat 
homme la triste destinte de tons les mortels ^ et qneIq[aegrandBidfo 
que puisse te donner de Ini sa reputation, souviens-toi que ce soat 
des pri&res, et non pas de veins tioges qu'il te demands.' 
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flomn, and they ilill ooiytiBtte to be so in a oon< 
sideniUe degree.* 

Kip has engraved, in folio, from the designs of 
Enyfi^ very interesting views of the magniiieenfle of 
cnir old gardens, nndar the title of Ai<an0ifa iZIufl^^ 

Atkyns' fltoMflerij raW rt i gives us many of Kip's 
views. 

Beeverell's JMtea <b fa OtqmOb BretagM 0I d$ 
tlfiande^ 8vp. 12mo., Leide, 1727, gives many views 
of <M English gardens, most of them reduced views 
from Kip. 

Peter Yander, at Amsterdam, published in an 
oblong 8vo. reduced views from Kip, entitled Vum 
dea Vittea^ in several parts or tomes. 

Badeslade published IWriyHm oietos ^ SeaU in 
fmUf with their gardens; no date, fdio; some of 
them engraved by Kip. 

To sum up all, let me again refer to the most 
beautiful plates ever given of old English gardens, 
namely, to that at Oznead Hallt in the second 
volume of Britten's Arekihctuiral ^nli^uilJag, and te 
his exquisite copy of Eap's views of the garden at 
Longleat, in the same splendid volume. 

Whether any of the following plates may be 
IVfvth copying, I leave te others te judge of: — 

Isaac de Oaux published Tvf$nfy-six plaUa of 
WUton Cfardena, Woollett engraved views of the 
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gardens at Whitton, those at Wilton, and Sir F. 
Dashwood's at West Wyoombe. Yiimres also en- 
graved some. 

Bysbrake, and also DonoweU, gave Fteuw ^ 
Ckieunek Oaa-dene ; Ohatelain gave those at Stowe ; 
all published by Wilkinson, Bowles, and Laurie. The 
finest Vimoa of Ae Ckurdena ai Siawe were drawn by 
Bigaud, and published by Sarah Bridgmnan in 1739. 

Wale drew, and Muller engraved, ii^09MfYiZ Ftospeet 
of the Oaird&ns (U VamAaU, 

Ant. Walker drew a curious view of Prior F^k. 

Stainborough House and garden, in Yorkshire, 
was published by Wilkinson ; he also published views 
of Hampton Court, Middlesex, and its gardens. 

Some of the following works may possibly lead to 
the discovery of prin/ta of some of our old gardens, 
or at least, may contain deaariplianB 6i some of 
them: — 

Leland's Itinerary y some of whose pages I should 
think must offer a few choice bits of brief gleanings. 
The JSncyelopcsdia of Gardening^ at page 69, refers 
to some of the gardens that Leland mentions.* 

Aubrey's Surrey j and, no doubt, some of our other 
county histories. 

• Ldaad thiu ipeaks of Guy's CSiff: 'It is a pUoa fit for the 
Mnaes ; there ii sylonoe ; a pmty wood ; OMlivm vivo «aa» (grottoes 
in the liying rock) ; the liTer xoUIng OTer the atonee with a pnt^ 
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Ly9ontf Magna BrUafnma^ StnkeloT'B IfM^mrafrium 
Curiotumf Lysons* JBwvironif Gough's SriHah Topth 
graphy. That richly interesting work of Atiyby amd 
BriUon'a, the BeauHea of JBngland and WaieSy in 
twentyndz volumes. 

Yertue's Oosfard Almanacks give a few of the old 
gardens. 

Whether Ralph Aggas' birdVeje view of Oxford 
delineates any of its gardens, I know not« 

Yertue's Desaription qf HoOauf'a toarJsa. Hollar en* 
graved Bosoobel with ita Oafrden; and this DaaoriptUm 
will show his other English views. I faintly recollect 
one of his plates, being that of a yew-tree, or box-tree, 
in some garden, with a bower in it. He engraved also 
Albuiy, in Surrey, the seat of Lord Arundel, foUh ita 
vwk&yafra* 

Did Michael Burgher, the delineator of Plot's 
AwAwU Maneiana, give us any other English ones? 
or Yan Houe, who engraved the two gardens in 
Worlidge's Syatema ffcrtUmUumB^ and also the rural 
frontispiece to his Syatema AgriouUurmf orYander 
Gutch, who engraved for Switser f 

One sees sometimes Pcrtaraita in oU having EngUah 
gardena m the baekgroumdf as in the original picture 
of Sir Philip Sydney, by Zuochero^ from which Yertue 
engraved his very fine print. In the Ashmolean 
Museum is, among others of the family, a portrait of 
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Tradeaeant, the boo, imhU qmrAm^ with a spade in his 
hand. In a Ctxtaloffue qf fnekurWf sold by Souths 
gate in 1820, was *a small whole-length portrait of 
Queen Henrietta Maria in a gatd&n^ with her two 
favourite spaniels, bj Honthorst.' In a CaMogve pf 
authmtic poriraita in dit, sold by Horatio Bodd, in 
1824, is a whole-length of William Stukeley tit kU 
mmouB garden. In some of Netoher^s pictures one 
often sees gardeos, orange groves, and statues. So 
also in many of Mompert's. 
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OHAFTEB II. 

DS8CRIPTION OF MANY GARDENS IN ENGLAND 
AND SGOTLAND, IN 1714. 

XTTHETHEB it is likely to obtain prints or 
▼ Y drawings of any of our ancient gardens, 
described or alluded to in any of the following works, 
X know not : — 

The first is from the SpeeUUcr^ which originally 
came out in small folio weekly numbers, a part of each 
number being appropriated to adyeoetisements In that 
of August 14th, 1711, appears: — ^^At Wesfcerham, in 
Kent, within twentymileeof London, a dwelling-honse 
is to be^ sold, with stables, coach-house, brew-house, 
and complete conveniences of all kinds, together with 
a very Jm$ garden laid out in tmraeea^ and planted 
with variety of greens and fruit trees. Enquire at 
the Lady Reeve's, at Westerham, or at Mr. WiUdn- 
son's Chambers, in Searle's Oourt, in Lincoln's Inn, 
London/ 

Peck, in his IkMeraia Curiota^ quotes the follow-^ 
ing description of Theobald's, from a MS. Life of 
Jtord Burleigh: — ^^He greaUie delighted in making 
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gardens, fomitainB, walks, which at TheohalA were 
perfected most costly, beaateyfuUy, and pleasantly, 
where one might walk twoe myle in the walks before 
he came to the end.' 

The Topogrojph/eir^ Yd. II., after giving an interest- 
ing description of Ashridge Abbey, says, ' The house 
is entirely surrounded by walks, within which is the 
old gardeny much neglected and growing wild. Here 
are large laurels and yew-trees grown to an unusual 
size ! ' Is there, among the archives of the Bridge- 
water femily, no view of the garden belonging to this 
once most venerable and most curious of all curious 
spots? 

The Magna Britannia speaks thus of Deepdene, 
near Dorking: *The house, gardens, orchards, and 
boscages are placed in a most pleasant and delightful 
solitude. In the garden, which may seem a second 
Eden, there are twenty-one sorts of thyme, many rare 
flowers, and choice plants. On the south side of the 
hill is a vineyard of many acres, and on the west a 
laboratory and neat oratory. Where under heaven 
can be a sweeter place?' 

Sir H. Wotton calls the garden at Ware Flark <a 
delicate and diligent curiosity, without parallel among 
foreign nations.' 

Stebbing Shaw, in his Tour to the ITsst, after 
describing Holm-Lac^, thus mentions the beauty 
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and magnificence of its gardens : * The gardens to the 
south front are all in King William's style of fortifi- 
cations, surrounded with yew-hedges, cut in variety 
of forms, according to the taste of that time. Some, 
indeed, have been suffered to outgrow their original 
shape, and are really beautiful. As there are so few 
relics of these sorts of antiquities now remaining, 'tis 
pity not to have the power of such an inspection 
sometimes ; this is certainly a very fit object for that 
purpose, and will, in all probability, long continue so.'^ 

* ThflM once celebrated gsidens were the delight of that Viscoiuit 
Scudamore, whose aeel was almost the occasion of throwing the 
whole county of Hereford 'into one entire orchard;* and who 
produced an apple 

*. . • • whose pulpons finit, 
With gold irradiate, and verndlion, shone tempting.' 

l?o Tiew these gardens, Land fluently visited Holm-Lacy, and 
they were a great solace to Lord Scndamore, when his friend, 
Baokinghsm, was stabbed by Felton. Lord Scndamore stood next 
to the Dnke when that blow was stnick, and the grief which that 
event cansed induced him to retire ftom public life to Holm-Lacy. 
He closed a life of honour in 1671. I beUeve it was this Lord 
Scndamore who introduced Milton, when in his Uoom of life, to the 
aged Galileo, in Tuscany, after he had been twice in the Inquisition. 
I gather this from the Mcm^B t» Spring, where Nathan Brake 
has given an interesting account of that meeting. 

The dagger with which Felton stabbed Buckingham was batrbed at 
the end like an arrow, so that when once it was stricken home into 
the flesh, it must almost certainly be fataL The dagger is preserved 
at Newnham Paddoz, in Leicestershire, the seat of the Earl of 
Denbigh, whose possession of it seems to arise from his ancestor, 
the first earl, having been manied to Buckingham's sister. 
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At Richmond Oreen, in the gardenB of Sir H. 
Decker, ' is said to be the longest and highest hedgd 
of hoDy that was ever seen, with several other hedgori 
of evergreens, vistas cut through woods, grottos, f oun^^ 
tains, a canal, a deooy, summer-house, and hot-houses, 
in which the Indian fruit, called Ananas, was first 
brought to maturity.' 

Are there any views of Sir Hugh Flatt's garden 
in St. Martin's Lane, or of Lord Bacon's at Gorham- 
buiy? Whoeverreadshischapter* Of Gardens,' win 
join me in regretting that we have no vestige remain* 
ing of that garden which his great mind formed for 
the purpose of showing what <Ad t/rvA joieasum of a 
garden consists of. In the second volume of Malone's 
publication of Aubrei^B ZeUera are preserved a few 
fragments of Gorhambury* 

It would be curious and pleasant if one could obtain 
drawings or engravings of any of the following gardens : 

Dr. Tumer^s, at Wells, whom Gerard calls *tha* 
excellent, painefull, and diligent physition ; ' and of 
whom Dr. Pulteney, in reference to his JEhrbaU^ saysi 
'He will appear to have exhibited uncommon diligence 
and great erudition, and fully to deserve the chaiaoter 
of an original wiitear.' 

The Duke of Somerset's at Slon House. 

The dd garden at Hatfield, * a labyrinth of dipt 
yew hedges. 
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Sir Edmund Anderson's at Harefield, who had < a 
faire house, standing on the edge of the hill, the Bmt 
Colne passingneor the same thro' the pleasant meadows 
and sweet pastures, yielding hoth delight and profit*' 

Dr. Pulteney tells us that Lyle, in his H^rbtd^ 
speaks of ' the pleasant garden of Jcmea Champaignei 
the deer friende and lover of plantes.' 

Hie gardens at Audley End, the ereetion of which 
mansion cost 190,00W. 

Those of John de Franqueville, a London mer* 
chant, and of Hugh Morgan, apothecary to Queen 
Xlisahetb. 

Loader^s, in Greenwich, who Evelyn says * grew 
so rich as to build a house in the street, with gardens^ 
orangeries, canals, and other magnifioenca' 

Evelyn's pleasant villa at Deptford, which had *a 
fine garden for walks, trees, and a little green-house.' 

That at Ham House, Middlesex, where (si^ 
Evelyn) *the parterres, flower gardens, orangeries, 
groves, avenues, courts, statues, perspectives, foun- 
tains, aviaries, and all this at the banks of the 
sweetest river in the world, must needs be admirable.' 

The gardens at Beddington^ the celebrated seat of 
theOarews. 

Those * pleasant walks and topiary works,' that 
Plot so warmly speaks of as adorning Brewood, and 
other seats in Staffordshire. 
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The gardens at OannonSy on some of the musical 
days at which place, such was the eagerness to hear 
Handel (and, no doubt^ to view the garden), that fifty 
Hackney coaches, crammed with company, have been 
counted in one day at Edgeware. 

That of Lady Brooke's at Hackney, * one of the 
neatest and most celebrated in England.' 

That garden at Edger, which (as Switser informs 
us) was the very last Mr. London superintended, 
belonging to the Earl of Carnarvon, one of the most 
illustrious and most noble-spirited geniuaes of this 
age, who, notwithstanding his familiarity in all other 
arts and sciences, seems to have made gardening and 
the august embellishments of his country seat, his 
darling and favourite employ.^ 

* BwHzer thuB goes on: *Aiid shall we not at least Just mention 
the Bi^t Hononrmble the Earls of Scarbrongfa, Sonderland, 
Bodhester, and Chesterfield ; the Dokes of Montagoe, Bolton, and 
Kant ; not to omit, and that for many weighty reasons, the late, and 
no less eminent in his lore to gardening and agricoltura, the present 
iUnstrioos and most noble Duke of Devonshire^ with many othefs 
amongst some of the greatest ornaments of arts and soiencas, 
espedaUy gardening, that history has prodnood, in their seTeral 
ehat&iMX and 9eai$ of SioMiMd, AUhorp, Nmo Park, A)c , in those 
of Btmghton, Eawkwood, and Wrest, and last of all, in that stapen- 
dons perfonnanoe of Ghatsworth/ 

Let me add to these the name of Charles Montagn, Earl of 
Halifax, the warm Mend of Addison, whom TiokeU aUndes to 
in his elegy on Addison, and which Dr. Drake, in his genenms and 
masterly biographical sketch of Addison, obeerves, 'maj be 
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The garden at Moor Ftok, laid out by the Oountesa 
of Bedford, celebrated by Dr. Donne, and which Sir 
W. Temple declared was ' the sweetest place I think 
that I have seen in my life, at home or abroad : and 
the remembrance of what it was, is too pleasant ever 
to forget;* 

Those magnificent gardens at Boughton, in North- 
amptonshire, which consisted of ninety acres, *with 
aviaries, statues, urns, terraces, wildernesses, and 
curious fountains.' 

That of Lady Orf ord's in Dorsetshire, or that at 
Stanstead, both alluded to by Horace Walpole. 

That which Pope thus describes in a letter to 
Martha Blount, on his road to Bath : * I lay one night 

tefmed, wiOumt dispute, out of the most alTectiiig elegiee in our 

langnese':— 

* While speechleas o*er thy doling gx»Te we bend, 
Aooept these teen, thoa dear departed Mend 1 
Oh, gone for ever 1 take this long adien, 
And sleep in peeoe with thy own Montagn.' 

• K 0. Cambridge, in No. 118 of the WoM^ written in 1765, 
says, *Sir W. Temple, in his Qmdim» of Mpiewnta, expatiates 
with great pleasnre on tliat at Moor T$tkt in Hertfordshire ; yet 
after he has extolled it as the pattern of a perfect garden, for nae, 
beauty, and magniflcenoe, he rises to nobler images, and in a kind 
of prophetic spirit points oat a higher style, free and nnconHned. 
The prediction is verified npon the spot ; and it seems to have been 
the pecnliar destiny of that delightftil place to have passed throngfa 
all the tnmsformations and modes of taste, having exeroised the 
genins of the most eminent srtists saocessively, and serving as a 
model of perfection in eaoh kind.' 
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at ttousham, which is the prettiest place for water- 
falls, jetts, ponds, inclosed with beautiful scenes of 
green and hanging wood, that ever I saw.' 

The ancient garden at Denton Court, in Ktot, 
with its high clipped hedges, terraces, and mount, and 
near which winds for a mile or two a most beautiful 
l^reen valley that affords the most pleasing sequestered 
walk, and where the poet Gray (I am quoting from 
that most pleasing compilatioD, the Topographer) used 
to delight in many of its recluse scenes. 

Mr. Braithwaite's gardens at Durham, in Olouces- 
tershire, the description of which rural garden takes up 
tio less than fourteen of Switzer's pages, 'notwithstand- 
ing the happy possessor bears no higher character than 
tliat of a private genldemaa. I never in my whole life 
saw so agreeable a place for the sublimest studies as 
this is.' 

The gardens of Lord William Russell (beheaded in 
1683) at Stratton, near Winchester, * one of the best 
of masters, as well as gardeners ; ' and whose severe 
fate SwitMT most gratofolly laments.* 

* fElie Bey. John Lawrenoe, in hia CUrfnpmin*BReef§aiiUm, thns 
mentiona another garden near Winchester : ' I have myaelf seen the 
eommer Bon Gretien in the garden of my worthy friend, Dr. Wickart, 
now Dean of Winchester, bear plenty of noble, large frnit, betwixt 
twenty and thirty feet hi^^ There also I have eaten excellent figs 
from a proaperons tree, even the same tiiat afforded some to King 
James I., near a hundred years ago, as appears (I think) from a 
memorandum on the wall.' 
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A garden at HiiUngdon, near TJxbridge, mtust have 
been a noted one, beLonging to a ' most cnriooe amd 
learned gentleman in the art of gardening, Samti^ 
BichardBon, Baq./ whom Bradley so frequently men- 
tions in his Ntiw ImprcfmmmU ; and in the church'* 
yard of which village he mentions the noted Ywhiir^ 
there, after saying that tiie leaves of the Ywa are s6 
small that it is possible to bring them to any form we 
desire, as men, beasts, birds, ships, and the like, and in 
which chnrchyard (by-the-bye) poor Dr. Dodd (WhOB^ 
fate once made so much noise) and his wife are both 
buried, and ^afUr Uft* a fretful fwer^ deep wellJ^ 

Bradley, in the above volume, notices no less than 

* *To giye new beauties to your garden,' says the Kev. J. 
LttWrenee, in his CkirgymaitCs lUoreaiicn, * none in my mind i3 to 
be compared to the yvw, which is so tonsile, and grows so very thick 
and beantiftd with dipping, and withal bids defiance to the hardest 
winters, that it is the best and meet lasting ornament in a garden. 
To make one in love with these hedges, yon need only take a walk 
in tiie Physic Gardens at Oxford, where yon are presented with all 
that art and nature can do, to make the things most agreeable to 
the eye.* 

Oobb^ when relating many particulars of the Tew in his 
Woodkmdi (for his pen has an original power in describing these 
eul^ts, he himself telling us, that his ' heart and mind is wrapped 
up in eTerytfaing belonging to the gardens, the fields, and the 
woods '), obserres ttiat * It resists all weather, stands unli^ured on 
thebleidcest UUs, where ereu the scrubbiest of thorns and under- 
wood win hardly live. Big as the head of this tree generally Is, in 
p topor ti to to its trunk, most heavily laden as it constantly is with 
leaf, forming As it does inch a hold for the wind, neither head nor 
trunk ever flincfaes, though in sttnatioBa where it would be impoteibld 
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thirteen times Mr. Eairchild's garden at Hoxton; 
and frequently gpeaks of the delight of a Mr. Belle's 
garden at Oampden House. 

The curious garden of the vicarage house at St. 
Just, near Falmouth, is, I am told, now kept up in 
nearly its ancient style ; so, I am told, is Lord Fal- 
mouth's garden at Flushing, near Fenr3m. 

It is too late in the day now to expect to ohtain 
drawings of any of those gardens, ^large, beautiful, 
and planted with trees,' which the citisens of London 

to make an oak grow, and where no other laige tree coold be 
pre?ented from being blown oat of the ground.' In hie deecription 
of the OriA he says, ' In hedges it is Terj beantiftil in the spring, 
and also in independent trees, corered with blossoms as bright as 
those of the carnation, and a great deal laiger. When the coppices 
are cat, the crabs, if they go ap in a single stem, are generally left 
as the oaks are ; and in the month of May, the garlands presented 
by the crab-trees, while the primroses bespangle the groond beneath, 
and while the birds are singing all around, certainly giyes ap 
altogether something more delightftd than almost anything else 
accessible to onr senses.' In his BmnUtK Qairdmer, he thus 
mentions an almost unheeded shrub, ' The Box is at once the most 
ei&oient of all possible things, and the prettiest plant that can 
possibly be conceived : the colour of its leai; the ftorm of its leaf, its 
docility as to height, width, and shape, the compactness of its little 
branches, its great durability as a plant, its thriving in all sorts of 
soils and in all sorts of aspects, its freshness under the hottest sun, 
and its deflsnoe of all shade and all drip ; these are beauties and 
qnalitiee which, for ages upon ages, have marked it out as the 
chosen plant for this very important purpose. ' And after describing 
how it should be dipped, he says, 'If there is a more neat and 
beautiftd thing than this in the world, aU I can say is, that I never 
saw that thing.' 
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had in the time of Hemy II., and which Fitzstephen 
mentianB ; or of that ' garden f aire ' at Windaor, in 
Henry the Fifth's reign, where the thick 

< . . . . bewiB, and the leayes p^eene^ 
Beflchudlt all the alleyes that there were ; ' 

which the BncydofcsdM, ofOard&ning teUs na James I. 
of Scotland describes, when a prisoner there ; or even 
of the 'exceeding fair gardens within the mote, 
and the orchardes without,' at Wreeehill Gastle, 
which Leiand mentions; or of that vineyard and 
garden in Holbom which, in the reign of Henry III., 
was given to the conventical Chnrch of Ely; or of 
the three gardens and dove-house belonging to the 
once richly decorated Church of St. Helen's, Bishops- 
gate Street ; or of that garden (perhaps near the one 
which Gerard afterwards rendered so famous) in 
Hdbom, containing, with its orchard, abont forty 
acres (on the site of which the present Hatton Garden 
is built), the strawberries in which were so excellent, 
that even Eichard (Garrick's Richard) beseeched my 
Lord of Ely to * send for some of them.' 

Shakespeare reminds us of another garden: for 
Dallaway, in his Supphmentary Aneodatsa of Gardening 
annexed to his invaluable edition of Walpole's Anee- 
doteSf remarks, that the poet thus mentions a garden 
of those times, in the first Act of Zoo0'aZaiot4rZ<w<; — 
' Thf emriout kncUed garden,* 
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We ha?e innuinerable instiinoefl of tlie gieat poefc^n 
•Maohiaexit to ^otony. Whoever painted the yiolel^ 
the crimson drops * i' th' bottom of a cow-alipy' and the 
< winking' maiy-buds, with a sweeter pencil than his? 
The same may be said as to hia distribation of the 
fl owe ra by the pretty Beorditta^ by Ophelia, thoae in 
OymMAne^ and by B^iar Laurenoe. We have many 
gf his remarks on general ITorfictiUifrv. One may 
^jieaaribe modem or landscape gardening by vp^yiBg 
Ifi it those lines of hiS| when he is speaking of an art 
^hich he says 'aioriM wUk grmi ereating nature ;' vtc, 
the art of grafting the apple on the orab; for he 
ttJlsit 

'. • . • an Art 

Which dow mend nature, ohange it lather ; bnt 

The art itself is natoze.' 

If my reader gmike at what he may eatt thia 
tiifling, reminding him cf ^another garden,' let me 
shelter myself under thennerring authority of Tbomaa 
Warton, who, in his Eisiory of BngKah Fairf^ declares 
that 'every hovel to which Shakespeare alludes 
interests curiosity.' 

W. Withers, in his letter to Sir W. Scott, gives 
the following quotation from the late Nathaniel 
Kent, and I here insert that quotation merely 
because Mr. Kent has thus reminded us that Shake* 
speare was aware of the danger of improper ^inctitn^ : 
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fl ahall doBe my obaorvatians on this intereetintf 
subject with a word of advice, by way of guarding 
ggaiost a pernicious practioe which, though hitherto 
imknown in this county, has lately got some footing 
in it — I mean the v/tfamom custom which pra^ 
vails in some counties of pruning up trees, divesting 
ihem of their comer or lateral branches. When a 
plant is very young, it is sometimes allowable to a 
certain distance, but should always be done with great 
caution; but when trees have begun to form them- 
selves it is a sort of fMurder. It stops the growth and 
produces extreme deformity; for the sap in the spring 
of the year being checked in its natural diffusion into 
the number of branches into which it used to flow 
becomes distorted 

" Ab ibMdf, Iff Ihe wt4im» <^mutmg up, 

X0fi¥9$ Oma $tTOItiif JtOW^ nmi count ^ fffOWth* 

In a large view of LondoKi, as it appeared in 1563 
(and of which there is a reduced copy in Pennant's 
London^ and a neat copy thereof is also sold by Harris, 
at the comer of St. Paul's), there is a garden adjoining 
the bull-baiting ground, nearly opposite Queenhithe ; 
it also exhibits the Strand Gardens, Privy Gardens, 
and that of the Convent, or Covent, Garden. 

I am indebted to the rich pages of the £notf<iO' 
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pcMok of Oofrdmwng for the whole of the fdlowing 
notices of our ancient gardens : — 

In Part I., Chapter lY., it mentions, amongst a 
great many celebrated old gardens, Dr. Sherard's at 
Eltham, 'one of the richest gardens England ever 
possessed,* immortalised, says Pulteney, by the pen 
of Dillenins; and Oollinson's 'fine garden* at Mill 
Hill. And in the subsequent pages (amongst an 
infinite variety) I select only the following : — 

GabumSy near North Mimms. 

In Henry the Seventh's time, the seat dl the 
&ther of the illustrious Sir Thomas More. The 
gardens were then, and in the succeeding reign, 
celebrated for their splendour in the ancient taste. 

Theohald^a Park. 

The gardens were large, and ornamented with 
labyrinths, canals, and fountains. There were nine 
knots artificially and exquisitely made, one of them in 
imitation of the king's arms. 

BUnheimi. 

The flower garden was an oval, with a basin of 
water in the centre, and radiating walks, after the 
plan of that of Madame de Pompadour, at Yersailles. 
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Unhappily (aa we think) it has lately been destroyed, 
and an aviary erected on its site. 

The grounds chiefly in the ancient taste, with 
curious artificial cascades. 

Troy HouMj near Monmouth. 

This seat was famed for its gardens in Charles 
the First's time, and especially for its delicious fruits. 
The same gardens were famous in Henry the Eij^th's 
time. 

Ingestree HalL 

A respectable Elizabethan edifice, surrounded by 
grounds in the ancient sfyle, but in a great degree 
modernized by the present possessor. 

Bretby Pwrh 

A fine old structure, taken down some years ago, 
said to have been surrounded with gardens disposed 
after the plan of Versailles, with terraces, statues, and 
fountains.* 

* See aBinTMrs Tina, by Kip, and the Tcfogrt^fhrn't Vol H. 
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Maddan Hail. 

The terrace gardens remain^ and oonsist of terraoes 
ranged one above the other, each having a stone 
balustrade. 

AUon Orovej near Nottingbamu 

The gardens on the side of a hill, originally in the 
ancient taste, but lately remodelled. 

pMVt^ Pwk. 

The gardens were in part constructed in the 
French style, by the late Duchess of Kingston. 

Exton HaUj near Stratton. 

A grand Elizabethan edi£ce, with a park of one 
thousand five hundred and ten acres, planted in the 
ancient style, by London and Wise ; the gardens have 
long been famous, and the water and cascades much 
admired. 

JjoJce Hixuae, near Amesbury. 

A truly picturesque edifice, with bay windows, 
gables, yew-hedges, terraces, &c., in the genuine 
style of the last age. 
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Oxton Houeej Devon. 

The uprouiub, whidh had boen laid out «t great 
aipeBBei in the old styloi are mod«iniiied. 

Leesuuood^ near Mold. 

The grounds occupy a fine slope, and were laid out 
by Switser above a century ago; the loagnifioant iron 
gailieway still remains. 

Pentrej Pembroke. 

The house is in a pleasant rural spot, embosomed in 
tre^; the gardens in the old style, carefully )cept up ; 
the whole greatly admired. 

Povde Castle. 

The ascent by two immense terraces, rising one 
above the other, connected by steps, and ornamented 
by vases, statues, and other antique remains. There 
were hanging gardens in imitatian of those of St. 
Germains, composed of a series of terraces, connected 
b^ flights of steps cut out of the solid rock, with 
water-works, 4fec.* 

* See Sir Uvedale Price's Temarka on Powis OuUe, in bis 'shaip 
bnt most candid and gentleman-like letter to Mr. Bepton. The 
tigMt of these pages (87 and 88), with other rich ones, In his 
puttings on landscape gaxdening, lepd (to boirow a quotation of Ms 
own} 

'• . • . a/r« 
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Hatton Houaej near Calder. 

A venerable ancient honae; the grounds, till 
lately, exhibited one of the most perfect spedmens of 
the old style in the oonntji or perhaps in Scotland, 
with artificial cascades, fountains, alcoves, terraces, dsc. 

Woodkousdee^ near Boslin. 

A venerable and romantic honae and grounds ; the 
latter remarkable for containing the largest silver 
fir-tree in the county, a fine terrace, walk, and 
superb holly-hedge. Some curious ornaments, in the 
geometric style of gardening, were obliterated when 
the grounds were re-modelled in 1787. 

Castle Olcmia. 

A very ancient building; the grounds in the 
ancient style. 

Crathea, near Aberdeen. 

An excellent kitchen garden, in the old style, 
with magnificent holly-hedges, abundance of prolific 
fruit-trees, and venerable exotic shrubs. 

The following account of some English and Scotch 
gardens is given in A Journey through England and 
Seoilandj by Daniel Defoe, written in 1714, 3 vols. 
8vo. 
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Chevdey* 

The eeat of the kto Lord Dover, which, for its 
situation, gardens, and parks, vies with anything we 
have seen abroad. 

JBuOan Hall. 

The seat of the Duke of Grafton, and built by the 
late Lord Arlington, is a palace worthy of his quality, 
with a parterre as fine as ever I saw. 

NefW HcMj near Witham. 

Built by Heniy YIII., and called for its charming 
situation Becn^-Ueu^ is still worth seeing; the avenue 
of trees from the great road is majestic, being nearly 
an Englifih mile long, very broad, and the trees large 
and regular. 

Wanstead. 

The noble seat of Sir Richard Child, with the 
finest gardens in the world. Yon descend from the 
salon into the parterre, which hath a canal in the 
middle ; on the right a wilderness, and on the left a 
fine green walk, which ends in a banqueting-house. 
On one side of this green walk stands the green- 
house, finely adorned with statues, and uncommonly 
furnished with greens : while behind this green-house 
are variety of high-hedged walks, affording delicious 
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vistas. At the bottom of the canal is a bowling^gfeM 
«iicizeLed with grettos uid Beats, witii antiqiie sfeotaes 
between each seat; this bcywlii^^- green is separated 
by a balustrade of iron from another kmg green walk| 
which leads you to another long canal. 

OfombwrM Lodg^ 

Built by the late Earl of Ranelagfa, on the top o^ 
a hill, in Windsor Forest ; the gardens are very larg6 
and very elegant. 

The Ea/d of Oivrdigam^Sy near Beading. 

When his avenues, gravel walks, gardens, and 
other plantations are finished, it will be one of the 
most agreeable seats in England. 

Ashriige. 

Sa(W the fine seat of Aakridgej belonging td the 
Duke d Bridgewater. The family of the Drakes hav# 
also a very fine seat nigh this, witii veiy fine gardens. 
XTbom, bel<mging to the Duke of Wharton, wiiii its 
gardens, te., is inf ariot* to very few in the hingAnnt, 
He hath also in this county another seat whieh hd 
more delights in, eaUed Winehenden^ whieh is very 
noble ; the gaiidens and orangery are not iiiferior td 
many in th<» kingdom. 
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Oerroftd's Cross. 

The charming seat of the Duke of Portiand ; the 
hoase^ the gardens, and the wood are disposed with a& 
great magnifioenoe as can be imagined ; nothing eaA 
be finer than the tenraoee by which to descend froM 
the apartments to the gardens* 

Hismpian OowrL 

The front to the east, all of free-stone, is verf 
noble, looking into the park over a noble parterre a 
good half-mile long, embellished #ith vases, statuesi 
gravel and green walks, and separated from the park 
by a balustrade of iron. On the north side there te 
also a little garden, walled in, with a most cnrioos 
labyrinth ; while from the palace along the river side 
is a noble terrace walk which leads to the bowlin^^ 
green, where in each comer is a large pavilion. 

RUkmond. 

The Earl of Rochester's gardens, ascending the 
hill in an artfully confused manner, are very cunous 
and wonderful. 

Lord Carleton hath a pretty little seat betwixt 
Petersham and Ham, with fine gardens; and Mr. 
Serjeant Darnell hath also a veiy magnificent palace, 
lately built, at Petersham, with gardens. 
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On Richmond Green is a fine house and gardens, 
made by Sir Charles Hedges, but now belonging to 
Sir Matthew Decker, which are very curious. The 
longest, largest, and highest hedge dt hoUy I ever saw 
is in this garden, with several other hedges of ever- 
greens, vistas cut through woods, grottos with foun- 
tains, and a fine canal running up from the river. His 
dndkery, which is an oval pond bricked round, and his 
pretty summer-house by it in which to drink a bottle, 
his stove-houses, which are always kept of an equal 
heat for his citrons and other Indian plants, with 
gardeners brought from foreign countries to manage 
them, are very curious and entertaining. Mr. Hey- 
degger, director of the king's balls, hath also a very 
handsome house and gardens on this Green ; as hath 
also Colonel Dunkam, of the Guards, with a large 
dandng-room adjoining. To the eastward of this 
Green, Justice Byers hath a most noble seat and 
gardens. To particularise every little villa here 
would make my letter a volume. I will only add 
that the Scotch Marquis of Lothian hath a fine seat 
at Mashgate, half a mile from Richmond ; and a mile 
further east Mr. Temple hath built a most noble one 
at East Sheen, where the famous Sir William Temple 
made those fine gardens he so often mentions in his 
writings, and so much delighted in. 
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Buakey Park 

That charming seat of the late Lord Fallifax, the 
MiBoeniui of England, the great patron of learning and 
learned men. As he had a good taste in everything, 
you may believe there is nothing wanting to the em- 
bellishment of this place; the cascade is reckoned 
a masterpiece of its kind, and the whole worth the 
cuiiosity of a traveller. 

In two hours from Hampton Court you come to 
Twickenham, a village remarkable for its abundance of 
curious seats, of which that of Boucher, the famous 
gamester, would pass in Italy for a delicate palace. 
The Earl of Mar, the Earl of Strafford, the Earl 
of Bradford, Lord Brooke, Lord Dunbar, and 
Lady Falkland, have each their pretiy villas in this 
parish ; but I think that of Secretary Jbhnstoun, for 
the elegancy and largeness of his gardens, his terrace 
on the river, and the situation of his house, makes 
much the brightest figure here: his house may 
be more properly called a plantation, being in the 
middle betwixt his parterre^ his kitchen garden, his 
fruit garden, and his pleasure garden and wilder- 
ness. The house is exactly after the model of the 
country seats in Lombardy, being of two galleries, 
with rooms going off on each side. The gallery on the 
ground floor makes a hail fronting the pleasure gardeui 
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and a parlour frontmg the . partorre which, when the 
doors are open, gives you a delicious prospect of the 
whole; on each side are five rooms more, adorned 
with a very good collection of pictures ; and in the 
division hetwixt the hall and parlour, on each side, is 
a staircase that leads you up to the gallery ahove, 
containing the same numher of rooms. His fine 
octagon, for the entertainment of his friends at the 
end of his green-house, I think, is too nigh his house, 
and I think very much spoils the symmetry of it ; it 
would have stood hotter and seemed more rural either 
at his grotto at the west end of his parterre in his 
wilderness, or at his mount at the west end of his 
pleasure garden. He has as good a collection of fruit 
of all sorts, as most gentlemen in England. Hisslopes 
for his vines, of which he makes some hogsheads a 
year, are very particular. Dr. Bradley, of the Royal 
Society, who hath written so much upon gardening, 
ranks him amongst the first-rate gardeners in England. 
The Earl of Strafford's house, which lies next to l&x, 
Johnstoun's, with its offices, are very nohle; his 
gardens also spacious, but not so much to the river- 
side, are adorned with several gilded statues and vases, 
which make a very glaring appearance. 

A little house, which belonged formerly to Sir 
Thomas Skipwith, and was improved and inhabited 
by that great architect, the late Earl of Mar, with its 
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hanging gardens to the river, is well worth the 
curiosity of a traveller, as is also that of Sir Godfrey 
Kneller, the famous face-painter, with several others 
in this large village, which would be too tedious for a 
letter. 

Kew Qreen. 

Mr. Molineuz hath a fine seat here with excellent 
gardens, said to have the best fruit in England^ 
collected by that great statesman and gardener. Lord 
Oapel. 

hleworth. 

Moses Hart, the Jew, hath a noble seat and offices 
in this village, with fine gardens, inferior to few 
palaces. Mr. Barker^s gardens, park, and avenues, cut 
through his wood to the river, are worth the curiosity 
of a stranger. 

Suction Cowrt. 

That celebrated seat of the late Earl of Falcon- 
bridge, and I must own that the house, furniture, 
pictures, and gardening, are well worth the curiosity 
of a stranger. It belongs to Sir Thomas Frankland. 
I saw here a great and curious piece of antiquity, the 
eldest daughter of Oliver Oromwell, still fresh and gay. 
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though of a great aga. Bir Stephea Fozfs hoosa 
adjaoont is much finer outside, and a regular palaoe 
chkhmodem6f with very eztenfiive gardeoB; bat Sutton 
Ckmrt is una h^oim; it hath three parterres from the 
three fronts of the house, each finely adorned with 
statues. The gardens are irregular, but that, I think, 
adds to their beauly, for every walk affords variety ; 
the hedges, grottos, statues, mounts, and canals, are so 
many surprising beauties. Near Sutton Ooort, General 
Witham hath built a most magnificent seat of free- 
stone, and is laying out also spacious gardens. 

Ca/nierbury. 

Mr. Tayboor^s gardens at Byfronts are indeed 
worth seeing, as also Sir Basil Dizwel's, on the skirts 
of Fkrham Downs, near this dly. 

Twnbridgt WMs. 

Within three miles of this place is a venerable 
old seat vdiieh they told me beboged to the family of 
the Yilliers, Dukes of Buckingham (but now oat of 
order), called Sommer-hilL If a pity so beautifol a 
place should be so neglected, for its situatum is noUe^ 
and its gardens have been very large ; I ooold see 
above fifty mileB in foil view from its apartments* 



Digitized by 



Google 



GLEANINGS ON GARDENS. 37 

Lewes 

is the most romantic situation I ever saw ; it con- 
sists of six parishes, in which gentlemen's seats, adjoin- 
ing one another, with their gardens up hill and down 
hill, compose the town. 

The Earl of Scarbrough's seat, at some miles 
distance, is wm veritable bijoux; the large avenue, a 
view cut through a wood, the stables, the gardens, and 
every thing else, are nobly disposed. 

OarshaUany 

where I visited the fine gardens of Sir W. 
Soawen. 

Speorru 

There are several very good seats in and about 
Epsom. That of Lord Guilford, called Durdans, at 
the eztremily of the village, was built by the Earl of 
Baxday out of the materials of Nonsuch, a rcfyti palace 
in this neighbourhood, built by Henry YIII., and 
given by King Oharles II. to the Duchess of Oleve- 
land, who puUed it down and sold the materials. This 
house of Durdans is built a4a-mod&me of freenstone ; 
the front to the garden, and that to the Downs, are 
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very noble; the apartments within are also very 
regular, and in the garden is the most charming grove 
imaginable ; famous for that scene of love between 
Lord Orey and his lady's sister, which you have 
read of. Lord Baltimore's gardens are also fine; 
the house is old, but the chapel is the neatest little 
thing in the world. Mr. Ward's, on Clay Hill, is a 
delicious palace. The late Sir James Bateman had 
also a delicate seat at some miles distance ; but what 
charmed me more than anything hereabouts is the 
river of Carshalton, which environs Sir William 
Scawen's garden in a square ; it is full of fish, and 
makes a pretty cascade in going out. Within a mile 
of Epsom is Aysted, belonging to Mr. Fielding, brother 
to the Earl of Denbigh, which, for its situation, park, 
and gardens, is inferior to nothing of its size that 
I have seen in England. 

WvmhUAfya. 

The noble seat of the Duke of Leeds, and in a 
majestic situation. You have three several beautiful 
])rospects from his garden, and the variety is the more 
diverting that it is in eveiy walk ; you can turn no- 
where but your view fixes on something new. Sir 
Theodore Janssen, the French banker, hath also a very 
delicious seat in this village, which insensibly leads 
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you to the bowling-green of Patney, whither the 
citizens resort twice a week, and where I have seen 
pretty deep play. At Putney are several charming 
seats with their large gardens, fish-ponds, and groves, 
and indeed the whole parish is one continued garden. 
At Parson's Green, saw an old seat of the Earl of 
Peterborough, with jGne gardens. 

Ccmhridge* 

Visited that worthy old gentleman. Sir Bobert 
Cotton, at his villa of Hatley St. George, a seat worthy 
of so great and good a man. He hath a noble collec- 
tion of original paintings, and his house and gardens 
everywhere answer the grandeur of the first quaJity. 

When the Stuarts came to the throne the space 
that then separated London and Westminster was filled 
with several noble paJaoes and their delicate gardens 
along the side of the Biver Thames, viz. : those of the 
Earl of Essex, Duke of Norfolk, Somerset House, the 
Savoy, Worcester House, Exeter House, Bedford 
House, Salisbury House, York House, Northumber- 
land House, and Whitehall ; but now most of these 
splendid palaces are pulled down, and with their 
gardens built into spacious streets. 

Great Marlborough Street, which though not a 
square, surpasses anything that is called a street, in 
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the magniflceiiee of its buildings and gardens, and 
inhabited all by prime quality. 

Montague House. 

A fine garden and terrace behind; the great collec- 
tion of original paintings are well worth the curiosity 
of a stranger, as also the statues in the garden. 

BurUngtan Palace. 

Behind is a noble parterre or garden which, in a 
citjs nmkes it very delicious. 

Qray^s Inn 

hath a very large garden with a noble terrace, from 
wh«nce you have a full view to Hampstead. 

Lvncoln^s Irm. 

Its new square fronting the garden, I think one 
of the greatest beauties about London ; the garden is 
large, full of fine statues, and the walks well kept. 

Bedfordshire 

ia such another fertile county as Buckinghamshire, 
strewed everywhere with noblemen and gentlemen's 
seats. The Duke of Kent, chief of the ancient family 
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of the Gra/sy hath a Tery magnificent noble seat, with 
large parksy avennee, and fine gaitlenfi. 

CoBKioberfy. 

Its gardens and park are beautiful and spacious. 

dMmouB. 

The disposition c^ the avenues, gardens, statues, 
painting, and the house of Gannons, suits the genius 
and grandeur of its great master. The chapel, which 
is already finished, hath a choir of vocal and instni- 
mental music, as the royal chapel ; and when his 
Grace goes to church, he is attended by his Swiss 
guards, ranged as the Teoman of the guards; his 
music also plays when he is at table ; he is served by 
gentlemen in the best order ; and I must say that 
few German sovereign princes live with that magnifi- 
cence, grandeur, and good order. He is that Mr. 
Bridges whom you knew Eaymaster- General in 
Flanders, son to the Lord Ghandos, an ancient and 
noble family, of which there have been three Knights 
of the Garterin several reigns : he was created Earl 
of Gamarvon by King George, and on his father's 
decease, Duke of Ghandos. As he got a great estate 
by being Fkymaster to all the English armies abroad, 
no man ever made a better use of it by his generosity, 



Digitized by 



Google 



42 GLEANINGS ON GARDENS. 

hospitality, and charity ; of which there are xDany 
instances that would be too long for a letter, and, I 
think, not to my purpose. Tou ascend the great 
avenue to Gannons from the town of Edgware, by a fine 
iron gate, with the duke's arms and supporters on the 
stone pillars of the gate, with balustrades of iron on 
each side, and two neat lodges in the inside; this 
avenue is near a mile long, and three coaches may go 
abreast ; in the middle or half-way dF this avenue is 
a large round basin of water, not unlike that on the 
great road through Bushey Park to Hampton Court ; 
this avenue fronts an angle of the house, and 
thereby showing two fronts at once, makes the house 
seem at a distance the larger. Tou turn therefore a 
little to the left to come to the great court, which 
leads to the saloon and great staircase ; and a little 
further to the left to another court, which leads to the 
back stairs, now made use of till the great apartments 
are finished. The house consists of four fronts, all 
of free-stone, each about one hundred feet wide. The 
front from the great stairs is to the east, and hath 
an avenue directly from it down to the parish church, 
at above half-a-mile distance: the north front is 
towards the parterre and great canal; the west 
towards the gardens ; and the south looks through a 
great area where the offices and stables are, down 
another large avenue which ends in a mountain. The 
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north front is finely adorned with pilasters and 
columns of stone ; and above eveiy window in each 
front is an antique head, neatly engraved ; on the top 
of all the fronts are statues as big as the life. The 
saloon, when finished, is to be supported, by marble 
pillars, and painted by Bellucci, as is the great 
staircase, which is all of marble ; most of the steps 
are already laid, of a great length, and all of one 
piece of marble; this staircase leads you into the 
apartments fronting the parterre and grand canal, 
and consists dF a suite of six noble rooms, well- 
proportioned, finely plastered, and gilt by Pargotti ; 
and the ceilings painted by Bellucci. From these 
apartments you go into my lord's dressing-room and 
libraiy, fronting the gardens, and from thence you 
descend by another fine pair of stairs (which I 
cannot call back stairs, all painted by Legarr, 
and balustraded to the top of the house with iron) 
unto a court, which opens into the great area to the 
€ast ; in which is the chapel on your right, the kitchens 
on your left, and lower on each side the stables are 
finely built, the bottom of the area indoeed with 
balustrades of iron. The library is a fine spacious 
room, curiously adorned with books, and statues in 
wood of the Stoning of St. Stephen, said to be finest 
of that kind of engraving in the world. The chapel 
is incomparably neat and pretty, all finely plastered 
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and gilt by Pargottd, and the oeilings and nicbaa 
painted by BeUucd ; there is a handsome altar-pieoe, 
and in an aJoove above the altar, a neat organ; front- 
ing the altar, above the gate, is a fine galleiy for the 
duke and duchess^ with a door that oomes from the 
apartments above, and a staircase that also desoends 
into the body of the chapel, in case of taking the 
sacrament or other occasion; in the windows of 
this chapel are also finely painted some parts of the 
History of the New Testament. In that court which 
opens into the area is the dining-room, very spacious, 
and a nobler sideboard of plate than most sovereign 
princes have ; and at the end of it a room for his 
musici which performs both vocal and instrumental 
during the time he is at table; he spares no 
e:q>ense to have the best. The parterre fronting the 
west is separated from the great avenue, and the 
great court leading to the great staircase by balus- 
trades of mxx^ as it is also from the gardens on the 
other side. There is a large terrace walk, from 
whence you descend to the partene; this partexre 
hath a row of gilded vases on pedestals on each side 
down to tiie great canal, and in the middle, fronting 
the canal, is a gladiator, gilded also; through the 
whole parterre, abundance of statues as big as the 
life, are regularly disposed. The canal runs a great 
way, and indeed one would wonder to see such a vast 
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quantity of water in a country where are neither 
rivers or springs; but th^ tell me that the Duke 
hath his water in pipes from the mountains of Stan- 
more, about two miles off. The gardens are very 
large and well disposed ; but the greatest pleasure of 
all is that the divisions of the whole, being only made 
by balustrades of iron and not by walls, you see the 
whole at once, be you in what part of the garden or 
parterre you will. In his large kitchen garden there 
are bee-hives of glass, very curious ; and at the end of 
each of his chief avenues he hath neat lodgings for 
eight old Serjeants of the army, whom he took out 
of Chelsea College, who guard the whole, go their 
rounds at night, call the hours as the watchmen 
do at London to prevent disorders, and wait upon the 
Duke to chapel on Sundays. It is incredible the iron- 
work about this noble palace, more I must say than I 
ever saw elsewhere ; and his gentleman told me they 
are above a hundred servants in family of one degree 
or another. 



At the hospital, founded by Bufus^ the master 
lives like an abbot, hath a very good apartment, with 
fine gardensi adorned with a canal, and evergreens. 
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Sdlisbwnf. 

The Bishop's pakce near it is a good old building, 
with large gardens. 

Mr. Doddington's will be one of the finest, as well as 
the largest in England, with gardens, park, and water- 
works ; for the finishing of which he hath left a very 
great estate to his nephew, Mr. Bubb. 

Oxford. 

Trinity College. The forth-court opens into a 
garden kept in extreme good order, planted with ever- 
greens, and the walls round covered all over with yew ; 
and at the bottom df the garden, fronting the square, 
is a magnificent iron gate. The Physic Garden, 
situated by the river Cherwell, is a delicious place ; 
it oonsiBts of above five acres of ground, the walls are 
of a square stone, above fourteen feet high ; its gates 
are fine, one of them, of the Oomposite order, cost 
60(V. ; it contains many thousands of useful plants. 

Langleatj 

though an old seat is very beautiful and large, and 
the gardens and av^iue being full grown are very 
beautiful and well kept. It cost the late Lord Wey- 
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mouth a good revenue in hoepitality to such strangers 
as came from Bath to see it. 

Lord Cholmondeley^a 

IB a noble old seat, the gardens not inferior to 
any in England, and one gravel walk the longest I 
have seen. 

Lord Chetwynd!8. 

A fine old seat, whose gardens are incomparably 
fine ; the walks hedged in with trees fully fifty feet 
high and thick set, are very august, and open in fine 
vistas into the adjacent country. 

Si/r Clemerd Fisher^s, near Odeehill, 
is very beautiful ; in the middle of a spacious park, 
with fine gardens, fish-ponds, and a decoy for ducks ; 
it may, altogether, vie with the best seats in England. 
Most gentlemen keep their packs of dogs, and the 
whole county of Stafford is veiy sociable ; they have 
excellent ale, and provisions for almost nothing. 

AUhorp 

is a fine seat in the middle of a charming park ; it is 
moated, but the moat was drained and turned into a 
garden so fine, that M. La Quintinie took the plan 
for some of his works at Versailles. 
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Stcmtovir-Hwrold. 

Earl Ferrer's seat at Stanton-HarQld is a nob1» 
seat, as big as a little town, and the gardens 
adorned with statues, veiy entertaining. 

A seat of the Earl of Chesterfield, hath yery fine 
gardens. 

Chaisfvortk, 

The gardens are very delightful, pleasant, and 
stately, adorned with exquisite waterworks. 

Notti/nghcum. 

When Marshal Tallard was taken prisoner at the 
battle of HocMestet, the Government allowed him this 
pretty town, with the adjacent country for his prison ; 
in the seven years he stayed here he made very fine 
gardens to the house he lived in. 

Castle Howa/rd. 

The apartments, furniture, and gardens answer 
tiie great genius of its noble master. 

A stranger ought not to leave Yorkshire without 
seeing Bir Thomas Erankland's seat at Thntteby, near 
the little town of Thiraki both for its situation and 
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the fincneBB of its gardens. The parterre is endardedf 
with columns of yew ; the wildomess is very neat ; 
and from the whole there is a delicious prospect. 

TtrragU, 

Three miles from Dumfries I saw Terragle, the 
paternal seat of the unhappy Maxwell^ Earl of Niths- 
dale, who was taken prisoner at IVeston, and made his* 
eseape out of the Tower. It consists of a large oval 
court, in which are very stately apartments and large 
gardens, suitable to the grandeur of so noble a family.^ 

Drv/mlaawig. 

The banging gardens cut out of the rock down to' 
the river-side, with waterworks and grottos, do every 
way answer the great genius of W., Duke of Queens- 
berry. 

Traquum. 

This palace, built by the Earl of Traquair, who 
was Lord High Treasurer and Yiceroy of Scotland 
in the reign of Oharles I., a great favourite of Arch- 
bishop Laud and promoter of his schemes, is a very 
large noble pile of building of &ee-stone, situated in a 
valley on the banks of the Tweed, in the midst of a 

* Some interesting remarks on the old gardens of Bootland, may 
be seen on page SI of the A^yielqpMiie ^ GtanC^ 

B 
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wood, through which are cut fine avenues; the gardeofi 
are also very spacious. 

Tester. 

The capital seat of Hay, Marquis of Tweeddale. 
The rooms dF state that run on each side of the saloon, 
fronting the garden, are very stately; the parterre and 
garden behind the house is very spacious and fine, 
rising up by an easy ascent into the park, as those 
of Lord Rochester's near Richmond. There is a 
handsome bason, with a j6< cTeau in the middle of the 
parterre, with four good statues, upon pedestals, at 
each comer ; there are abundance of evergreens and 
green slopes regularly disposed ; and to the west of 
the garden, on an artificial mount, is a pleasant 
summer-house. There is a pretty rapid stream nms 
by the house, and by its rustling through the trees 
as it runs through the park, makes the whole very 
rural. There is a pretty bowling-green by the river- 



Seaion. 

The palace of Beaton stands in the middle of a 
large plantation of trees, of at least twelve acres, with 
a large garden to the south and another to the north. 
The apartments of state are on the second story, and 
very spacious ; three great rooms, at least forty feet 
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high, which they say were finely f umiahed ever since 
Mary, Queen dt Scots, on her return from France^ 
kept her court there; also two large galleries that 
were filled with pictures; but on Lord Winton's 
forfeiture, all these were sold by the Oommissionera 
of Inquiry, or stolen by the servants. There is now 
not a whole window on that side of the house. 

About two miles from Beaton is another palace, 
called Winton. The gardens, which are very 
spacious, are veiy well kept. 

The parterre behind the palace is very large, and 
nobly adorned with evergreens, and on eadi side of it 
spacious gardens. 

Edmimrgh. 

The palace of the Earl of Penmure, in excellent 
good order, and very fine gardens. The palace of the 
Earl of Murray ; there is a very large parterre or 
fliower garden behind with four hanging walks or 
terraces to the bottom, where there is a bowling-green, 
and a handsome pavilion or pleasure-house. 

EewUfs Hospital. 

The gardens are very well kept, consisting of 



Digitized by 



Google 



59 GLBAmNGS ON GARDENS. 

a flowor gavdoiif an orchardi and kitchen garden \ 
the house and gardens eontam between nine and ten 
acres. 

PalcM of Pefwrmvn. 

In the middle of a great wood. Yougo up to the 
house through an avenue cut through the wood, of 
half-a-mile in length, and 150 feet broad, which gives 
70U a view of the house at once; and on each side of 
this avenue is a fine hedge, which reaches the 
branches of the trees of tiie wood ; at the end of this 
avenue is a large circular outer court for coaches to 
turn in, and the inner court is balustraded with iron 
en each side, whidi gives you a view of the delicious 
gardens whidi go quite round the house, and are veory 
well kept, with a great variety of evergreens and grass 
plots, covered walks, and labyrinths: from these 
gardens there are eight or nine vistas cut through the 
wood, with balustrades of iron at every vista, and all 
the doors of iron. 

CastU Gordon. 

Fine gardens, and a very Sfpadous deer park. 

Palaxie of Olamia. 

As you approach, it strikes yon with awe and 
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admiratiQii, by the many turrets and gflded balus- 
trades at top; you have a full prospect of tiie gardens 
on eachsideicutout into grass plots, and adorned with 
evergreens. In the first floor there are thirty-eight 
fine rooms. When the Pretender lay here, they made 
eighty-eight beds within the house, for him and his 
retinue^ besides the inferior servantSi who lay in the 
offices out of doors. 

The Duke of Athol hath here a very noble seat, 
with large gardens. 

TaJUjiM of FdUeUmd. 

Here were spacious gardens, with a park ; but 

Cuiro88. 

One cannot imagine a noUe palace; a terrace as 
feng and as broad as that at Windsor, with a pavilioa 
at each end, and bebw the terrace run hanging 
gardens for half-a-mile, down to the IVith; the 
4esign of these gardens was vast. When Lord 
Mar was laying out his fine gardens at AUoway, he 
thanked God that Culross was not his, for the 
expense of keeping it up would ruin him. 
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Balgony. 

Another seat of the Earl of Leveris, whoee 
gardens and park are very spadons. 

PaJ^ice of Lesly. 

There is a noble parterre to the east, cut out into 
green slopes, adorned with evergreens, that reacheth 
to the point where the two rivers meet, and from this 
parterre is a long terrace walk, and under it five 
several terraces, to which you descend by stately stairs 
to another square garden by the river-side, with a 
waterwork in the middle. 

AUoioay. 

The gardens oonsifit of forty-two acres, and the 
wood, with vistas cut through it, of 150 acres. On the 
right of the area is a spacious garden with a fine 
terrace and bowling-green, adorned with the largest 
evergreens you can see anywhere. To the south is the 
parterre, spacious, and finely adorned with statues and 
vases ; and from this parterre to the Bi ver Forth runs 
a fine terrace, or avenue, from whence, and from the 
parterre, you have thirty-two different vistas, each 
ending on some remarkable seat or mountain : one of 
them shews you Stirling Oastle at four miles distance ; 
another, the Fkdace of Elphinstone, on the other side 
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of the river ; a third, the OasUe of Olacmaning. In 
the middle of this long terrace is a basin dF water 
like that of the Duke of Ohandos, at Cannons, in the 
middle of which is the statue of Gain slaying Abel, 
and at tiie end of the river are a pair of pyramidical 
gates. The avenue to the east, through the wood, is 
prodigiously long and large, and between each vista, 
from the parterre, are wildernesses of trees for birds, 
and little grottos. 

Hcpton. 

The parterre fronting the saloon is longer than 
that at Cannons, and like it, hath a large bason of 
water at bottom ; it is also adorned with a multitude 
of statues, on pedestals, as at Cannons ; but the views 
here are prodigiously more extensive. From the terrace 
to the north of this parterre is the finest view I ever 
saw anywhere. There are also several vistas from 
each of the many walks that run from this parterre. 
This fine palace and garden lies in the middle of a 
spacious park, well stocked with deer, and environed 
with a stone walL 

PaUuie of EamiXUm. 

A noble parterre adorned with statues, and lower, 
spacious bounds for a canal and fish-ponds, with large 
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gaideos <m €adb Bide, and at liie bottom a fine firk. 
JaLoiiig to tbe great park is a very romantie gankii^ 
qaUdd Baioadough, wfaioh consigtB cf seven hanging 
terrace wsSkA down \» the risrar-eide^ with a wild wsood 
fiiUaf hudBoatheopiKMitesideQftheilfier. Inaome 
pf tiioee walka are benqaatiiig-lumaeip with walks and 
grpttosi and allof Ifliena filled with large evergreens in 
the shape of beasts and Usds. 
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CHAPTER m. 
ON CONVENTUAL GARDENS. 

POSSIBLY diawiuigB of some Conventual Gardens 
may yet be found among the jm^mts or chartu- 
lanes of those families who now inherit some of the 
splendid monasteries^ dissolved by the tasteless and 
savage tyranny of the monster, the bloody tyrant, 
Henry; temples erected for the worship of God, 
^irresistibly impressing us with solemnity and deli|^t» 
and which seem intended to rival, in durability, the 
earth on which they stand, and which, after the lapse 
of several ages, are stiU uneqpalled, not only in point 
of magnificence of structure, but in their tendemy to 
leave upon the soul the most deep and solemn im- 
pressions.' These 'doud-capp'd towers and solemn 
temples/ are thus described by poor, deserted, ill-starred 
Ohatterton, and Britton has happily quoted his lines 
as a motto to his most splendid Hiskny of York 
CaAednd:— 

* What wondrons mcmiiment I What pyle ys thys, 
!l!hai bynds In mnder's chayne enta&dBiuante ! 
That doth aloof the ayrie skyen kin, 
And aeemeih monntayneB Joyned by oemente^ 
From Godde hys gzeeto and wondxonB storehouse aente.' 
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The EncydopaadAa cfOairdemng notioes, at page 88, 
the attachment which an abbot of Ely, the monlm at 
Edmondsbury, and those at Dunstable, had to their 
gardens. The same interesting compilation tells us 
that the extensive orchard of Fitfour contains the 
ruins of the ancient Abbey of Deer, and its gardens. 
The Abbey of Bosslyn was built in the middle of a 
handsome garden. The Oaledonion Horticultural 
Society Memoirs (No. 5) give an interesting notice of 
the remains of the apple and pear trees, planted by the 
monks of the Abbey of lindores ; and in YoL III. of 
the same work is an account of the Abbey orchards of 
Mdrose, Jedburgh, dsc Orchards, vineyards, and 
gardens, were the usual appendages to each monastery. 
We are told that when Stow was young, he collected 
and amassed MSS. and old records, dispersed by the 
then recent dissolution, and that such was his avidity 
in collecting old papers and books, 

* WUh eUupB embotati, and coat qfrauffhbuWs hide,' 

that he travelled on foot during the suppression of 

these religious houses from one part of England to 

another, collecting records relative to estates, families, 

&0, It were needless to remark what acquisitions he 

must have had in his power relative to the gardens of 

those 

< * ' * * luippy conventa, boeom'd deep in vines, 
Where elnmber'd abbots, purple as their wines.' 
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Ldand, too, had a oommiBsion empowering him to 
Bearch after antiquities, and peruse the libraries of all 
cathedrals, abbeys, priories, colleges, kc. His volu- 
minous MSS., after passing through many hands, came 
at last into the Bodleian Library. 
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OHAFTEB IV. 
OK GARDEN BURIAL. 

SXTOH has been the attachmeat of many to their 
gaidens and to the rural sceneB of Nature, that 
they have eizpressed a wish to be buried there. Mr. 
Bvelyn expressed the same wish, but was prevailed on 
to alter it. Sir W. Temple's heart is enclosed in a 
olver box and buried under a sun-dial in his favourite 
garden. The late Lord Oamelford was so charmed, 
when travelling through Switserland, witha rural spot 
there, that he gave orders in his will to be buried 
under a tuft of trees which he had marked in that 
romantic country ; and a few years afterwards, when 
he was shot in a duel near Kensington, his body was 
accordingly conveyed there. No wonder he was struck 
with the scenery of that country, when Hirschf eld 
observes that ^almost all the gardens are theatres of 
true beauty, without vain ornaments or artificial 
decorations.' Perhaps his lordship imbibed the soothing 
wish of Seattle's Minstrel : — 

* Let Yanitj Adorn the marble tomb 
With trophies, rhymes, end sentcheons of renown, 

In the deep dungeon of some gothio dome, 
Where ni^t and desolation ever flrown. 
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Mine be the breezy bill tbit skirts tlie down, 
Where a green grsssy torf is all I orave, 

With here and there a violet bestrown, 
Fast by a brook or fountain's mnrmnring wave, 
And many an evening sun shine sweetly on my grmrei' 

That munifioent patron of literature, that worthy 
and benevolent man, Thomas HoUis, Esq. (Milton's 
great admirer, and of whom Dr .Franklin observed 
that *he loved to do good alone and by stealth'), 
ordered his body to be buned in one of his fields at 
Corsham, and the field to be ploughed over imme- 
diately after his interment.* 

In 1804 the following account is given of his 
Serene Highness the reigning Duke of Saxe-Gotha : 
'He forbade in his will, all ceremony at his burial| 
except such as is usual for his lowest subjects. He 
desired to be buried in his English garden, at the 
feet of the coffins containing the bodies of two of his 
already deceased children. No speech or sermon to 
be pronounced, and no monument to be erected over 
him ; but he desires his second son. Prince Frederick, 
to place a tree upon his grave. To this prince he 
bequeaths his English garden, which is to be open, as 
formerly, to all visitors. The simple burial ceremony 

* Mr. HoUis devoted above half of his large income to deeds of 
charity. When his house in London was on fire, in 1761, he calmly 
walked oat, only taking under his arm his fayouxite original picture 
of Milton. 
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of this sovereign^ took place on the night of the 
25th, according to the wish expressed in his wilL The 
reigning Duchess, with her child on her arm, had, the 
the evening before, strewed flowers round the grave. 
The midnight hour struck, when the body entered the 
garden, carried by the servants of the late duke. 
The walk to the island was laid with black doth, with 
the boat that carried it over. The ceremony was only 
interrupted by the sighs and tears of all present.' 

No one delighted more in horticulture and rural 
afibirs than Home Tooke. Cato, of XTtica, could not 
have exceeded him in this attachment. The inten- 
tion of Tooke certainly was to have been buried 
in his own garden, and he had prepared his vault and 
tomb in his richly cultivated garden at Wimbledon, 
where both Lord Camelford, and their joint friend, 
Lord Thurlow,* with other men of rank, who admired 
his integrity, his overpowering talents, and his 
genius, were proud to partake of his society. Part of 
the inscription which he had prepared for that tomb 
was, that he died ' content and grateful : ' satisfied at 
having lived so long, and gratefully feeling a high 
sense of the Divine goodness in permitting it; a 

* It was said of Lord Thnrlow, that he was among lawyers and 
orators, and in the senate and the courts, what Johnson was among 
authors and wits : a mighty genius, proudly elevated above the 
littleness of common minds. 
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frequent oonversation of his being on the wiadom, 
goodneeSi and beneficence of the Deity. Home Tooke 
was a sincere christian, and closed his long and 
stormy life (' after having survived the scorpion stings 
of slander ') with an extraordinary degree of calmness 
and intrepidity. On his decease, however, his friends 
thought it best to bury him in the grave of his sister 
at Ealing (at the age of seventy-seven), where the 
words content and gratrfuL now form part of the 
inscription on that stone which covers the remains of 
that acute scholar, that richly gifted and most^ dis- 
interested of men, whose dauntless mind made it 
his boast, that ' no allurement or threat, no power or 
oppression, nor life, nor death, thunder or lightning, 
shall ever «f orce me to give way to corruption or 
influence, half the breadth of a single hair ; ' and 
when enforcing what he deemed beneficial to his 
country, thus addressed his jury : * I protest, that if 
there stood a fire here, and I thought I could by that 
means affect yOur minds, and the minds of my coun- 
trymen, I would thrust my hand with pleasure into 
the fire and bum it to ashes, whilst I was pleading 
before you.' And who, on another occasion, made 
this declaration : ' I have never committed a single 
action, nor written a syllable in public or in private, 
nor entertained a thought (of an important political 
nature, when taken with all its circumstances of time, 
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pkce, and oooasion), I wish either reeaUed or con* 
oealed ; I will die as I have lived, in the commiiwion 
o( the cmly crime with which I can be oharged dniing 
my whole life, the crimeof apeaJdng pUMly the/M» 
troth.' In the early part of the life of this friendly 
and kind man, when he redded at Brentford, as a 
clergyman, no one was more beloved by his parish- 
ioners ; he administered every possible comfort to the 
poor ; his sermons zealously enforced the ezoellenoe dt 
that faith in which he had been edacated. 

Another person whose talents somewhat remind 
one of those of Tooke, was also buried in his garden : 
Thec^hrastus, who died at the age of eighty-five 
(though some historians say he wrote his Charaet&n 
when ninety-nine), and whose name was so oelebrated 
throughout Ghreeoe, that he had at one time two 
thousand pupils, lived entirely in his gardens at 
Athens, to which he was so devoted that, in his wiU, 
he left it to some particular friends to study in, and 
for ihe repam qfMs ovm hanea; giving orders therein 
for embellishing the walks, and for the oontinuatian 
of his old faithful gardener, for whom he had before 
made a good provision, I will transcribe what a 
French writer says of him : ' Aristotle charm6 de la 
facility de son esprit et de hi douceur deson locution, 
lui changea son nom qui ^toit l^rtaine, en celui 
<f J^upftrosftf, qui signifie celui qm park Mmh et oe non 
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ne r^pondant point aasez k la haute estime qu'il avoit 
de la beauts de son g^nie, et de ses expressions, il 
Fappella Thio^phrasUy c'eet k dire un homme dont le 
langage est divin. H cvooU VesprU si vif^ ei per^cmt^ 
8% p^niHrawtf qu'il oomprenit d'abord, dWe chose, 
tout ce qui en pouvoit dtre oonnu.' 

* There is no place ' (says Evelyn in his Syha) 
^more fit to bury our dead in than groves and gardensi 
where our beds may be decked and carpeted with 
verdant and fragrant flowers, trees, and perennial 
plants, the most natural and instructive hieroglyphics 
of our resurrection and immortality.' The above 
remark of Evelyn forcibly reminds one of the 
following reflections, from a charming little clfU9sic 
book, entitled First Steps to Bottmy, by Dr. Drummond^ 
of Belfast: 'The changes of colour in the leaves of 
plants, especially of trees, which take place in 
autumn, are familiar to every one, but are more 
particularly interesting to the eye of the painter, and 
the contemplation of the moralist. The one finds in 
them some of the best subjects for the warmth and 
beauty of his pencil; the other contrasts these 
changing leaves with the races of men, which having 
flourished through the spring and summer of life, fall 
at last, in the autumn of their existence, into decay, 
and are swept by the first wintry breath of age into 
the tomb, and are no more found. Trees have thus 

F 
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been ever considered aa emblems of human lif e^ and, 
in all ages, affecting views and comparisons have been 
drawn of their progress from debility and infancy to 
youth, strength, maturity, and inevitable, final decay. 
The heathen and the atheist have found in them 
emblems of eternal oblivion, to which they suppose 
man, with all his high-bom hopes, is to be consigned. 
As the leaves of the tree fall and perish for ever, so 
ikey represent that when man returns to his mother 
earth, it is only to mingle with the unthinking 
material elements; that never more shall he be 
conscious of existence, and that he, his virtues and 
his crimes, sink into irrevocable annihilation. Yet 
as no particle of matter is ever lost, though it may 
undergo a thousand changes of the most extraordinary 
kind, so we may rest satisfied that mind is equally 
indestructible ; and though it be impossible for us to 
trace its flight or modifications after death, there is 
no reason for a moment to question its future 
existence, and its immortality. Everything revealed 
and rational teaches us, that the soul is destined to 
survive *' the wreck of elements and crush of worlds," 
and that it may go on in increasing knowledge and 
happiness for ever.' 

It is still the custom in many parts, particularly in 
Guernsey and in Wales, to strew graves with rose- 
mary ('that's for remembrance '), and with the most 



Digitized by 



Google 



GLEANHrcS ON GARDENS. 67 

fragrant flowers the garden produced. It Was near 
Milford Haven that Imogen strewed her supposed 
husband's grave with ' wild-wood leaves and weeds ; ' 
and where Arviragus sweetened the sad grave of 
Fidele ' with fairest flowers/ ajsserting that the red- 
breast would, with its charitable bOl, bring all this, 

' Yea, and farr'd mom besides, when flowers are none, 
To winter-ground thy corse.' 

Mr. Cunningham tells us that ' Bums lay in a 
plain unadorned coffin, with a linen sheet drawn over 
his face ; and on the bed, and around the body, herbs 
and flowers were thickly strewn, according to the 
usage of the country.'* 

Mr. Carter in his late spirited address, read before 
the New York Horticultural Society, says: * Wilson, 
the distinguished Ornithologist, made a particular 
request but a few hours before his death, that he 
might be buried in some rural spot, on the banks of 
the SehuykOl, where the birds might sing over his 
grave. This sentiment was true to nature ; for let 
philosophy preach as it may, our cares and anxieties, 
our feelings and affections^ will extend to the un-^ 
conscious dust.' 

The following description of an andeat Greek 
gBvden is interesting: 'II est plants de eypr^ 

**.... Sepnlchnim florilniB oniare.'— CVe^iVi 



Digitized by 



Google 



6S GLEANINGS ON GARDENS. 

d'ormes, et de peupliers ; les mnrailles sont tapiss^es 
de fleurs qui vont en espaliers, et qui ne demandent 
pas beauooup de soin, oomme de jasmins, des roses, 
des ch^vre-feuilles, dec. ; le sol est oouvert de violettes, 
et de toutes sortes de fleurs de pris. D'un des angles 
de ce jardin, H sorte une petite eau oourante, qui 
murmur douoement en faisant plusieurs detours ; elle 
conserve la fratcheur de oe beau lieu, o^ regne un 
printems 6temel ; Tombre des arbres, le silence et la 
tranquility, la vari6t6 des fleurs, le murmur du ruisseau, 
tout donne Fid^ de ces champs fortune oil les 
anoiens Grecs croyoient que les ftmes vertueuses 6toient 
re9ue8 et r^compens^es. Oes fleurs sont I'image de 
oette m^me vie qui ne dure que Tespace de quelques 
instans, et qui passent pour ne plus revenir; car 
chaque annde ram^ne des fleurs, mais ce ne sont pas 
oelles que nous avons vu fleurir et disparottre.' 

Epitaphs. 

* Id repose le corps d'une Ame juste, qui n'a jamais 
cessd de m^ter la loi du Seigneur durant sa vie qui 
a 6t6 trop oourte. Pendant ce tems, elle a rassasid 
oeuz qui avoient faim, refratchi ceux qui avoient soif , 
et oouvert ceux qui avoient froid ; elle n'a jamais rien 
dit qui put affliger personne ; elle a prot6g6 la vertu, 
et a eu compassion du videuz; elle n'a point 6iA 
attachde auz richesses, et mdme, a pressamort, elle les 
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a sacrifitoi pour dimintier lea peineB dee autres, autant 
qn'il a iMk son pouvoir. Fiaasans, priez pour eUe, et 
imitea-la.' 

The celebrated lield-Marshal Loudon, the terror 
even of Frederick the Great, after the battle of 
Kunnersdorff, * I'une des plua meurtri^rea de toute la 
guerre' (where Loudon had killed under him 16,000 
men, and the king more than 20,000), had so great an 
attachment to his garden, that his biographer thus 
relates of him : * Depuis long temsil avoit choisi, dans 
son pare k Hadersdorf , un endroit ombragd d'arbres, 
oil il avoit d^dar^ vouloir dtre enterr^. H le fit planter 
d'arbres et de broussailles, et entourer d'une mani^re 
fort extraordinaire. H est vraisemblable qu'il avoit 
pris ces nouvelles id^ des dmeti^res Turcs, qui sont 
effectivement remplis d'arbres, car il appelloit ce lien, 
ainsi dispose, son jardin Turc. Apr^ la prise de 
Belgrade, il avoit fait enlever lea pierres d'un monu- 
ment funtodre, on les avoit transports k Hadersdorf, 
et il en avoit fait oonstruire un tombeau pour lui- 
mdme. Oes pierres omS d'inscriptions Turquea et 
de guirlandes de fleurs, sont une espS de marbre 
blanc. L4 git paisiblement M. de Loudon au milieu 
d'une prairie. Son tombeau est mur6 et des arbres 
I'environnent de tons c6t^s. Ces pierres Turques 
rappelleront 6temellement la prise de Belgrade, et see 
victoiree sur les fiers Ottomans.' 
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These fierce Ottomans at Belgrade * se ddfendoient 
en ddsespdr^. Depois rinvention de la poudre, jamais 
viUe n'ayoit essuy^ un fen plus torible. On jeta par 
milliers dans la place des boulets, des grenades, des 
bombes, dsc. Des t^moins oculaires assurent qu'il est 
impossible de se former une id6e du bruit 6pouvantable 
gue f aisoit cette terrible canonade. L'air ^toit d6chir6 
par le sifflement des boulets ; la terre trembloit; I'^o 
des montagnes retentissoit de coups redoubles et sans 
oesse renaissans ; la nuit paroissott aussi daire que le 
jour, au laoyen des flammes d^vorantes qui sortoient 
i chaque instant de tons oes diffdrens instrumens de 
mart. Le bruit du canon ^toit-H un moment suspendu, 
(m entendoit incontinent s'tiever de la ville les cris 
lamentables des infortunto Ottomans.' 

Loudon's conflict with Frederick at Prague was 
equally terrible. 'Un bombardement ruina enti^- 
ment cette ville. Le prince vouloit capituler, et 
demandoit seulement la Ubert6 de se retirer avec les 
troupes qu'il commandoit. Le roi le refusa; il vouloit 
avoir oompl^tement le plaisir de f aire prisonniers ces 
44|000 Autrichiens, ou au moins les rendre inutiles le 
reste de la guerre. Aussi fit-il tirer sur Prague sans 
aucun management. Plusieurs milliers de personnes, 
viellards, femmes et enfans, furent tu^ par les 
bombesy ou ^cras^s dans les maisons qui s''tox)u- 
loient. Les Prussiens pouvoient entendre pendant 
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la noit lee oris et les g^missemens de oes infortun^s. 
Qn mit 12,000 bouches inutiles hors de la ville, afin 
de pr^venir la famine ; mais lefi Fnussiens les y firent 
rentrer k coups de canon. Pendant les trois premieres 
semaines du si^ge, la plus graode partie de la ville 
neuye, et le quartier des juif s furent enti^rement brM^ 
et d^truite. On jeta au moins deux cens mille grenades 
d'obusierSy boulets et bombes dans la viUe, qui tu^nt 
plus de 8000 babitans, et en bless^rent plus de 9000.' 
His biographer further relates of him^ ' Ce h6ros, 
qui avoit essuy^ tant de fatigues, affronts tant de 
perils, mourut dans son lit. Tandis que tant de 
milliers d'hommes tomboient autour de lui, la mort 
r^pargna. Monsieur de Loudon, qui k la cour, dans 
une magnifique salle de gala, se tenoit modestement k 
Ftoot ; qui dans une cerde, ou k une grande table, ne 
parloit que par monosyllables et sembloit un vrai 
misanthrope ; qui 6ooutoit discuter avec une timide 
modestie la moindre question relative aux sciences ; 
ce m^me M. de Loudon k cheval, k la t^te d'unr arm^e, 
paroit 6tre un tout autre homme. Le g6nie martial 
le saisit et le metamorphose. Sa voiz ddantante se 
fait entendre k 100,000 guerriers; chacun se tait 
lorsqu'il parle ; chaque soldat tremble au moindre de 
ses gestes. II est impossible, assurent tous les t^moins 
oculaires, de se faire une idde du feu qui animoit M. 
de Loudon, lorsqu'on le voyoit k la t6te d'une troupe. 
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II traversoit, oomme un Eclair, lee rangs et lee sectioiiSy 
doxmoit see ordres aveo rimp^tuoeit^ de la f oudre ; et 
malheur k quioonque laLssoit appercevoir le moindre 
eigne de d^b^issanoe, de lftchet6, ou d'airogacoe. On 
peut done appliquer k M. de Loudon le vere euivant : 

Ert DeoB in noUi, agitaate calesdnms illo, 

U% Dim ut en mmu^ el «n» aetUm mom* tehamfe. 

En effet, il eembloit que Mars animat notre hdroe, 
et qu'il r^pandit dans eon ibne son feu divin. Lee 
plus anciens soldats, les g^n^rauz les plus aguerris 
^prouvoient un saisissement respectueuz quand M. de 
Loudon leur donnoit I'ordre du combat.' 
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CHAPTER V. 
ON COTTAGE GARDENS. 

WOBLIDOE, who wrote about 1680, when 
speaking on the general attachment for 
gardens, says, ' Such is its pre-exoellency, that there is 
ficarcely a cottage in most of the southern parts of 
England but hath its proportionable garden; so great 
delight do most men take in it that they may not only 
please themselves with the view of the flowers, herbs, 
and trees, as they grow, but furnish themselves and 
their neighbours upon extraordinary occasions, as 
nuptials, feasts, and funerals.' 

A Mr. Moggridge, of Monmouthshire, communi- 
cated to the Oardenm'a Magazine, in January, 1827, 
respecting the ffiUage gardens and coitagee which his 
compassionate feelings for the poor labourers caused 
him to establish, 'where seven years ago there was 
nothing but thickets, brakes, and wood;' but now 
' eveiy cottager has his own oven, and bakes his own 
bread; he has also a comer in his pantry, which I 
hope to live to see fitted with a smaJl cask of goodhome- 
brewed beer or ale; but what is worth both put 
together — ^he has his garden. All the villagers' gardens 
are now well cultivated, some of them higlily, pro- 
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ducing peaa, beans, potatoes, cabbages, cauliflowers, in 
the vegetable, and more sparingly currants, goose- 
berries, raspberries, some strawberries, and apples, in 
the fruit line.' This gentleman has shewn us how 
veiy easy it is to add to the comforts of the unoffend- 
ing hard-labouring poor. His ^ village green, of two 
acres, nearly covered with flourishing oak-trees,' and 
'his village, situated in a valley, on ground gently 
rising from the bank of a romantic mountain river, 
stretching towards woods, which cover the steeply 
rising hills,' would have been viewed by Goldsmith 
with pensive sighs at the recollection of his own 
DiierUd Village ; and Mr. Gray, or Dr. Watson, the 
late Bishop of Llandaff, would have travelled miles to 
have viewed the comfortable abodes of those who had 
thus been rescued from a state 'bcrdering on deqwir,' 
^rtlich absolutely paralyBod all the wished-f or exeitiona 
of their honest labour. This generous advocate for 
the poor who, one is proud to hear, bears the respect- 
able and commanding title of a magistrate, may well 
say .that what he has thus done carries with it its own 
ireward; and that the hours spent in the considera- 
tion how the above might be effected formed * some of 
the most interesting of my life.'* 

* May the 100111017 of thia benevolent gentlenum, Mr. Moggridge, 
ffteelTe •! a distant oonne of yean the iam« tribute that has been 
paid in D0$onpti<m roulute de VEmfire FnmgoU to the owner of a 
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This valuable paper of Moggridge cesunds one 
of the happiness Yoltaire experienced when creating 
his never-to-be-forgotten village of Femej/* 

The conductor of the above Magarini^, after feeling, 
a^ sp many of his pages indicate he always does, for 
the comfortless state of too many of our cottage 
labourers, observes that * there are few ways in which 
a landed proprietor could do more good to sociely, or 
lay a more solid foundation for self-satisEaction ;' and 
the same gentleman at pa|;e 1027 of his JSnci^dopcedia 
qf Oardming observes that ' whatever renders the 

sweet vfllage "betweea Moulins and L7011B throngh which Petnrch, 
i^nd laler Bteme, mwA often hare pitined. ' OhaaeuUle, village qu'on 
travene nne demi-Ueue avant yaiennes. Aa miliea de Tamphi- 
th^tie de verdare qu'ils ddploient aux regarda enchant^ dn 
Toyageur, s'^Uve panni lee pampres, les vergers et les bosqnets, 
le chAtean seigneuiial du vfllage : aossi simple par sa stmctnie 
que d^Udeox par sa sitoatioii, il n'^tale m paviUons voluptneuz, 
^ tours menafantes ; 11 commande moins le village qull ne 
ISembellit Oette aimable et modeste habitation est oelle d'nn 
ideiUard philantrope, M. de Ghaaenille, qui, persnad^ que les seig- 
neurs de la terrei comme celni da ciel, ne doivent manifester lenr 
pouvoir anz hommes qne par le bien qn'Hs lenr font, avait tronvd le 
secret de se faiie adorer de sesvassanz. H est donlonienz de ponsor 
qne ce vienz ami dee hommes n'sziste pent-dtre plus an moment de 
la publication de cet ouvrage (il iXaXt & la fin de sa carriire) ; nous 
anions du moins la consdation d'avoir jeti quelques Hears snr sa 
tombe.' 

* I am informed that the room at Femey from wbenoe issued 
some of the brightest emanations of Voltaire, is now actoaUy the 
room where boots and shoes are cleaned. 
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cottager more comfortable and happjr at home will 
render him a better servant and subject, and in every 
respect a more valuable member of society. Besides one 
<rf the most constantly occurring objects in the country 
is the kbourer^s cottage, whether detached by the road- 
side or grouped in hamlets and vilkgeS| and, therefore, 
to render such buildings and their soeneiy more orna- 
mental must, independently of every other considera- 
tion, be a very laudable object ; ' and again at page 1044 
he observes, ' It would be a most desirable circumstance 
if proprietors who keep head-gardeners would desire 
them to attend to the gardens of the cottagers on their 
estates, to supply them with proper seeds and plants; 
to propagate for them a few fruit-trees, and distribute 
them in the proper place in their plots ; to teach them 
modes of culture suitable for their circumstances. In 
this way, at no additional expense whatever to the 
proprietor, much happiness might be diffused; and 
constantly recurring objects, too often indicating 
wretchedness or, at least, slovenliness, rendered useful, 
neat, and even ornamental.* 

Lord Gardenstone in his Memorandums concerning 
the village of Lawrence Kirk inserted in the JSwopean 
Magaainej declares, 'I felt an agreeable zeal in the 
project, and contracted a fond affection to the people 
as they became inhabitants of my village. I have 
tried in some measure a variety of pleasures which 
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mankind pursue, but never relished any so much 
as the pleasure arising &om the progress of my 
village/ 

W. Mavor, in his edition of ^tiMsr, makes this 
observation : * Bind the poor man by his interest as 
well as his duty to the place where he lives, and he 
will feel the pride of deserving well.' 

One hopes, and believes, that the following strong 
language of Nourse, in his Gampama Fcdixy printed 
in 1700, applied then (as it may do now) to very few : 
' We may take leave to glance a little at the behaviour 
of some Lords of Manors, whose bailiffs many times 
wheedle in the cottagers, allowing them liberty to 
build upon the waste, and to inclose ground perhaps ; 
giving them a tree or two to cany on the design, 
upon condition they will take a lease of such cottages 
for three lives, paying only some sixpenny rent ; upon 
the expiration of which term, his hungry lordship 
swallows the poor cottage, with all its members and 
dependences, at a bit, which, by the sweat and labour 
of the poor defunct and his predecessors, was improved 
to a kind of competency out oil nothing, whilst the 
remains of the poor family are exposed to the naked 
world, or else forced to pay a good round fine for the 
renewal of that which was so dearly purchased by 
their own pains and industry ; by which sly methods, 
the commonage will be engrossed in time, and many 
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whole familieB be devoured, to serve the appetite dt 
dH inflatiable patron.* 

W. Withers, of Holt, in his late letter to Sit 
W. Scott, forcibly remarks : * Here, Sir Walter, I feel 
the want of your pen, to enable me to appeal wil£ 
effect to the great landed proprietors, and to prove tb 
them, how closely their interests are bonnd up with 
the welfare of the labouring classes; to show how 
much more it would be to their advantage to be 
surrounded by industrious, well-fed, happy, and con- 
tented labourers, devoted to their interests, rather 
than have their estates encumbered by idle, half- 
starved, discontented paupers, and frequently engaged 
in acts of plunder and violence, and ripe, at all times, 
to avail themselves of any opportunity for wreaking 
their vengeance upon those, whom, under other cir- 
cumstances, they would sacrifice their lives to protect. 
This is no exaggerated picture of the condition and 
feelings of the majority of the labouring classes, no 
supposititious or imaginary evil, no chimerical or false 
notion ; but a real, palpable, existing, and notorious 
deformity in the present state of society. I have 
opportunities of knowing, and I do know, the feelings 
of the labouring classes towards their employers and 
superiors ; and I have no hesitation in saying that, 
bad as is their condition, though they have su£%(red 
much, and have but too frequently been ill-used. 
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nothing is tranting but remunerating wages, good 
living, and kind treatment, to bring them back to 
those honest, industrious, and obedient habits, for 
which their forefathers in the same situation of life 
were distinguished.' 

I need make no apology to my reader for insert- 
ing The Fwneral OraHon qf a Peasant^ from the pen 
of the celebrated Monsieur Mercier: 'Passing by a 
village, I saw a company of peasants, their eyes 
dejected and wet with tears, who were entering a 
temple. The sight struck me ; I ordered the carriage 
to stop, and followed them in. I saw in the middle 
of the temple the corpse of an old man, in the habit 
of a peasant, whose white hairs hung down to 
the ground. The pastor of the village mounted a 
small eminence, and said, ''My fellow-countrymen, 
the man you here see was for ninety years a benefactor 
to mankind. He was the son of a husbandman, and 
in his infancy his feeble hands attempted to guide the 
plough. As soon as his legs' could support him, he 
followed his father in the furrows. When years had 
given him that strength for which he long wished, he 
said to his father^ 'Cease from your labours^ and from 
that time each rising sun has seen him till the 
ground, sow, plant, and reap the harvest. He has 
cultivated more than two thousand acres of fredi 
land. He has planted the vine in all the country 
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roand about; and to him you owe the fruit-trees 
that nourish your village, and afford you shelter from 
the sun. It was not avarice that made him 
unwearied in his labours; no, it was the love of 
industry, for which he was wont to say, man was 
bom; and the great and sacred belief that God 
regarded him when cultivating his lands for the 
nourishment of his children. He married and had 
twenty-five children. He formed them all to labour 
and to virtue, and they have all maintained an un- 
blemished character. He has taken care to marry 
them properly, and led them, with a smiling aspect, 
to the altar. All his grandchildren have been brought 
up in his house ; and you know what a pure unalter- 
able joy dwells upon their countenances. All these 
brethren love one another, because beloved them, and 
made them see what pleasure he foimd in loving them. 
On days of rejoicing, he was the first to sound the 
rural instruments; and his looks, his voice, and 
gesture, you know, were the signals for universal 
mirth. You cannot but remember his gaiety, the 
lively effect of a peaceful mind, and his speeches full 
of sense and wit ; for he had the gift of exercising 
an ingenious raillery without giving offence. He 
cherished order from an eternal sense he had of 
virtue. Whom has he ever refused to serve ? When 
did he show himself unconcerned at public or private 
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miafortiineB? When was he indifferent in his 
oountry's cause? His heart was devoted to it; 
in his conversation he constantly wished for its 
prosperity. When age had bent his body, and his 
legs trembled under him, you have seen him mount to 
the summit of a hill, and give lessons of experience 
to the young husbandmen. His memory was the 
faithful depository of observations, made during the 
course of fourscore successive years, on the changes of 
the several seasons. Such a tree, planted by his 
hand in such a year, recalled to his memory the 
favour or the wrath of heaven. He had by heart 
what other men forget — ^the fruitful harvests, the 
deaths and legacies to the poor. He seemed to be 
endowed with a prophetic spirit, and when he 
meditated by the light of the moon, he knew with 
what seeds to enrich his garden. The evening before 
his death he said, ' My children, I am drawing nigh 
to that Being who is the author of all good, whom I 
have always adored, and in whom I trust. To- 
morrow prune yoiur pear-trees, and at the setting of 
the sun, bury me at the head of my grounds.' You 
are now, children, going to place him there, and 
ought to imitate his example ; but, before you inter 
these white hairs, which have so long attracted 
respect, behold with reverence his hardened hands ; 
behold the honourable marks of his long labours." 

G 
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Ike onator tliA bald up ooeof Us odd himds; it had 
a4iqu]sed tmoe the usual (rise Iqr oontlnnal laboinv ^^ 
MBiaed to bo {nyulittnble to the point of tfae biiar, or 
titoodgeeofthoffixit; he tiwu MspooUoUy kiand tibe 
haad, asdaUtW^iODipaiijfoUoviedbiaeiimpla His 
ohiUben bore bim to the gcave an throe aheairea of 
oom^aiid buried him as be bad darfred, phoig on 
baa grave hia bedgiiig^billt bis qpadei and a plou^- 
•bare. ""Ah!" loried, '<if tboae mm, odfefaratod 
by Boflsuet^ flechiar, Masoaiwii and NeuviUe, bad the 
bundvadtb pert of the yirtne of this viUagMr, I ^mdd 
pavdon iti6Ba their ponpoua and fotiie eloquoice." ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



Goumvc^s Qir cjufvaes. 83 



CHAPTER VI. 

ON THE CULTIVATION OF THE VINE IN 
ENGLAND. 

From ' The whole Art qf ffuAandry' enlarged by Bamabjf 
Oooffe^ Uo, Zlaek letter^ 1614^ The first edition vfos pubHehed in 
1577. Thi$ emriotu hook it fty wof of dial»ffm. 

TLfARITTS, — ^Tou heare my wife caHeth ns to 
^'^^ supper, and you see the shadow is ten f oote 
longy therefore, it is high time we goe. 

Thra, — ^I give you most harty thankee that you 
have thus friendly entertained mee in this your fayre 
orehard, with the sweet description of these pleasant 
hearbes and trees. 

Ju^, — Sir, your supper is ready, I pray you make 
an enH of your taDcOi and let the gentleman come in 
heere into this arbour. 

Anothar fibortaxtsaat wiU abow iba nature of this 
book : ''Epicure is xi^ported to be the first that euflr 
denised gasrdens in Atheni, before his time it was not 
fwn^i that the pleaaorasof the countcie were iiad in 
tlie oifcie. Now when Zhxasybulus tnmailing in the 
aSafcts dt his jpcinc% channeed to vom» to the chouse 
of Maid«% and.caKiJed hj Yam into a gavdan that he 
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had, which was very beautifoD, being led about among 
the sweet Hmelling flowres, and vnder the pleasant 
arbours, what a goodly sight (quoth Thrasybulus) is 
heere. how excellently haue you garnished this 
paradise of yours with all kinde of pleasures. Your 
parlers, and your banketting houses both within and 
without, as all bedecked with pictures of beautiful! 
flowres and trees, that you may not onely f cede your 
eyes with the beholding of the true and liuely flowre, 
but also delight your self e with the counterfait in the 
midst of winter, seeing in the one, the painted flower 
to contend in beautie with the very flower: in 
the other, the wonderful! worke of nature, and in 
both, the passing goodness of God. Moreouer, your 
pleasant arbours to walke in, whose shaddowes keepe 
off the heate of the sunne, and if it fortune to raine, 
the cloisters are hard by. But specially this little 
riuer, with most deere water, encompassing the 
garden, doth wonderfully set it forth, and herewith- 
all the greene and goodly quickset hedges.' 

In his DedieaHon he observes that * there is, in my 
fande, no life so quiet, so acceptable to God, and 
pleasant to an honest minde, as is the life of the 
countrie, where a man, withdrawing himsdfe from 
the miseries, vanities, and vexations <rf this foolish and 
now too too much doting world, may giue himsdfe to 
the sweet contemplation of God, and lus workeSi and 
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the profit and relief e of bis poore distreflsed neighbour, 
to which two things we were chief elycreated, I thought 
it good to send you here (as a token and a testimonie 
of my thankfuU mind, for your sundry friendships and 
curtesies shewed vnto me) a rude draught of the 
order and manner of the said countrie life, which you 
may vse (if it please you) for your recreation. And 
afterwards (if so you thinke it meet) publish vnder 
your protection, to the oommoditie and benefit of 
others. Fare you well : from Eongstone.' 

In bis epistle to the reader he thus speaks of the 
Oultivation of the Yine: *I am fully perswaded if 
dnigenoe, and good husbandrie might be vsed, wee 
might haue a reasonable good wine growing in many 
places of this realme : as vndoubtedly we had imme- 
diately after the Conquest, till partly by slothf ulnesse 
not liking any thing long that is painef ull, partly by 
duill discord long continuing it was left, and so with 
time lost, as appeareth by a number of places in this 
realme, that keepes stiQ the name of vineyards : and 
vpon many clifies and hilles are yet to be scene the 
rootes, and dde remaines of vines. There is besides 
Notmgham an auncient house called ChUwMj in which 
house remaineth yet as an auncient monument in a 
great window of glasse, the whole order of planting, 
proyning, stamping, and pressing of vines. Besides, 
there is yet also growing an dde vine that yeelds a 
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grape sniBcieBi tD nake a right good irine, m m& 
lattlf proved by a gentlewoDiaji in the nyi \nom, 
Theie hath moreoiiiflr good exprnenoe of kte yearee 
beene made, by two noble and hoaotirahle BaanaBBa ef 
this leahne, the Lord, YiXJlAaiM ^ Tamt^ and thia Zen< 
Ccbham^ who both had growing aboat their faouMe aa 
good vineS) as are in suoiy plaoes of Franoe. And if 
they answcre ncA in all points euery mans eaqMetttfeioB, 
the faalt is rather to be imputed to the malioe and 
disdaine pecaduantnre of the Frendmien that kept 
them, then to any iU dispositicm, or £ault of the aoyle. 
I*or TThere hane yon in any place better, or |4eaflanter 
Winea, than aboot Bmdtrat^ CoUn, Andemadk^ and 
diiMTs other places of Germanie, that bane in manner 
the self e-aame latitude and disposition of the hesoens 
thaft we haae? Beside, that the nearenesse to the 
south, is not altogether the causer of good wines, 
appeereth in that you bane about OHeana^ grea;! store 
of good and excelknt wine : whoi^eas, if yon goe to 
Burffea^ two dayes ioomey farther to the south, jfvn 
flhaU finds a wine not worth the drinking. The like 
is (aa I haae heard reported by Master D. Dale, Enr 
bassadoor for his Maiestie in these parts) of /\iria and 
BcsdeMm^ the towne being soirthward, TVithnotightie 
winea; the other a great wayes farther to the nettb^ 
▼vith aa good wines aa may be» But admit ^ngt^mJ 
woidd yeeldnone so strong and pleasant wines as eve 
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desired (as I am folly perswaded it wotdd) yet it is 
worth the triall and trauaile to haue wines of our 
owne, though they be the smaller : and therefore I 
thought it not meet to leaue out of my booke the 
ordering and triauning of vinefi/ ^ 

• Madh enildod JaftniMllfla onov Bni^Uh TiaeyBidB may be 
seen in fhe BfiyoydoipoBdAik itf Qwrd/a^mgy under the article 'Grape 
Vine.' 
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CHAPTER VII. 

MR. POPFS LETTER TO MARTHA BLOUNT, 

JktoHbing th» mast of Sir W, Raleigh.* 

I PROMISED you an account of Sherborne 
before I had seen it, or knew what I under- 
took. I imagined it to be one of those fine old 
seats of which there are numbers scattered over 
England. But this is so peculiar, and its situation 
of so uncommon a kind that it merits a more particular 
description. The house is in the form of an H- ^^ 
body of it, which was built by Sir Walter Raleigh, 

* In the note to the first page of the Prefiwe to this present 
volume, a brief description is given of Sir W* Raleigh's seat and 
garden, which I copied firom Coker's Swrvgy qf Dorset, A more 
modem description of that seat appears in the above letter of 
Pope's. In one of Digby's letters to Pope, he mentions his 
fireqnent meditations in Raleigh's grove. Sir Walter^s predilec- 
tion for gardens, and for the choice and cnrions productions of 
natore, appears in many instances. Gerard dedicates the second 
edition of his list of his own garden in Holbom, to his patron. Sir 
W. Baleigh. Sir Walter married a daughter of Sir Nicholas 
Gazew, of Beddington, the gardens of which were much celebrated 
in the sixteenth century. In Hutchin's HiMtory cmd AntiquUies 
qf Sherboumef augmented and continued to the present time, 
by R. Gough and J. B. Nichols, are given some particulars 
of this estate and some very curious ones respecting Sir 
Walter. Aubrey, in his Diary, speaking of Sherboume says: 
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ooxisists of four stories, with four six-angled towers at 
the ends. These have since been joined to four wings, 
with a regular stone balustrade at the top, and four 
towers more that finish the building. The windows 
and gates are of a yellow stone throughout ; and one 
of the flat sides towards the garden has the wings of 
a newer architeoture, with beautiful Italian window 

* In shorti snd indeed, 'tis a most sweet and pleasant 
place, and soite, as any in tlie west, perhaps none like it.' 
And he ftizther says, * Hie time of his ezecation was oontriyed to 
be on my Lord Mayor's day, that the pageantes and fine shewes 
might diawe away the people ftom beholding the tragedie of one of 
the gallantest worthies that England ever bred.' Dr. Tonnson 
says, ' He was the most fearless of death that ever was known.' In 
Bt Maigaiet's, Westminster, is tUs inscription : * Within the walls 
of this ohnrch were deposited the body of the great Sir W. Baleigh, 
on the day he was beheaded in Old Palace Yard, 18 October, 1618.' 
When Sir Walter was confined at Winchester, in daily expectation 
of death, he wrote a letter to his wife, (the daughter of the above- 
mentioned Sir Nicholas Garew), and the following Ib part of that 
letter :— ' Ton shall receive, my dear wife, my last words in these 
my last lines ; my love I send yon, that you may keep when I am 
dead ; and my connad, that you may remember it when I am no 
more. I would not with my will present you sorrows ; dear Bess, 
let them go to the grave with me, and be buried in the dust And 
seeing that it is the will of Ood, that I should not see you any more, 
bear my destruction patientiy, and with an heart like yourself. 
First, I send you all the thanks which heart can conceive, or 
my words express, for your many travels and cares for me, which, 
though they have not taken effect as you wished, yet my debt to 
you Ib not the less ; but pay it I never shall in this world. Secondly, 
I beseech you, for the love you bear me living, that you do not hide 
yourself many days, but by your travels seek to help my miserable 
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ivameBi done by the first Earl of Brisfcol, wlikh^ if 
they were joined in the middle by a poctioo oorering 
the old buildings would be a noble front. Xhe design 
of such an one I have been amufling myself with 
drawing; but it is a question whethar Lotd Digby 
will not be better amnsed than to ezeoote it. The 
finest nxm is a saloaiit fifty feet longy and a paEbur 

fDrtmiM^ sod the dght of your poor ehild; tout moanring cumot 
avail me tb«fe am but dust I tmafc my blood ivfll quench tiMir 
malioe who desired my ilangfater, that tfa^y will not eadk also to 
Idll yoa and yoer'e with extnme povcrl^. To what fidend to 
dixeofc you I know not ; lior all mine have left me ta the trae 
time of triaL Moefc sorry am I, that being thus niriirieed by 
death, I can leave yoa no bettor egtatew Godhathpremtedallmy 
deteiminayons; that gieat God that woikelhaU in aU. And if 
yoa can live free from want^ eare for no mottty for the net ia 
bat vanity, Bemember yoor poor child fat hie iSitiier'a aake, who 
loved yon in hit happiest eitaie. I saed for my lift^ bat (God 
knoira) it was for yoa and yonr'a that I deaired it ; for know 
% Tssf dear wlfe^ yooz child la the cihild of a tree man« who^ in 
hia own reqieet^ deapiaed death and hie mia-ahapen and vgly 
fi»mfl^ I cannot write muoh. God knows how hardly I ataal thia 
time when all axe adeep ; and itis also time &r me to aeparate my 
thoqghta from the world. Beg my dead body, which living waa 
denied yoa, and either lay it in Sherbaxn, or in flsstv Ofanreh, 
by my flither and moltier. Time and death calleth ma away* 
The everlaating God, poweifril, infinite^ and insoratable God 
▲Imi^^ty, who is goodbMss itael^ the trae light and lili^ keep yoa 
and yonr'a^ and have merey npon me, and forgive my peneoaton 
and frJae aoeaaera, and send as to meet in his gloriooa kingdonk 
My dear wife, luewelL Bleas my boy« pray for aie^ and lat.my 
trae God hold yoa both ta his arma. Yonr'a that was, botaow 
notayown, W^MutMaln^* 



Digitized by 



Google 



GLBAMNGS ON GAJiDMNS. 91 

hjong witk very eoccelleiit tapestry of Babensi which 
was % praaent from thd Kizig of Spain to the Eari ef 
Bristol in his cunbaflsy there. This standa in a park 
inely crowned with yery high woods on all the tops 
of the hifis, which form a great amphitheatre doping 
down to the house. On the garden sides the woods 
i^proach eloee, so that it appears there with a thick 
line and depth of groves on each hand, and so it shows 
from most parts of the park. The gardens are so 
irregular that it is very hard to give an exact idea cf 
them but by a plan. Their beauty arises from this 
irregularity; for not only the several parts of the 
garden itself make the better contrast by these sndioD 
risBB, falhy and turns of the ground, but the views 
about are let in and hang over the walls in very 
difSorent figures and aspects. Tou come first out of 
the house into a green walk of standard limeSy with a 
hedge behind them that makes a colonnade; hence 
into a little triangular wilderness, from whose centre 
you see the town of Sherborne in a valley interspensad 
with trees* From the comer of this you rasne at once 
upon a high green terrace, the whole breadth of the 
garden, which has five more green terraces hanging 
under each other, withoat hedges, only a few pyraaud 
yews and large round honeysockles between theMi. 
The hcneyBuckles hereabouts are the largest and finest 
I ever saw. Youll be pleased when I tell you the 
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quarters of the aboye-mentioned little wilderness are 
filled with these and with cherry-trees of the best 
kinds, all within reach of the hand. At the ends of 
these terraces run two long walks under the side-walls 
of the garden which communicate with the ofcher 
terraces that front these opposite. Between the valley 
is laid level, and divided into two irregular groves of 
horse-chestnuts and a bowling-green in the middle of 
about 180 feet. This is bounded behind with a canal 
that runs quite across the groves, and also along one 
side in the form of a T* Behind this is a semi- 
circular hvroMni^ and a thicket of mixed trees that 
completes the crown of the amphitheatre, which is of 
equal extent with the bowling-green. Beyond that 
runs a natural river through green banks of turf, over 
which rises another row of terraces, the first supported 
by a slope wall, planted with vines ; so is also the wall 
that bounds the channel of the river. A second and 
third appeared above this ; but they are to be turned 
into a line of wilderness, with wild winding walks, for 
the convenience of passing from one side to the other 
in shade ; the heads of whose trees will lie below the 
uppermost terrace of all, which completes the garden 
and overlooks both that and the country. Even above 
the wall of this the natural ground rises and is crowned 
with several venerable ruins of an old castle, with 
arches and broken views of which I must say more 
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h^eafter. Wlien you are at the left corner of the 
canal, and the chestnut groves in the bottom, you turn 
of a sudden, under veiy old trees, into the deepest 
shade. The walk winds you up a hill of venerable 
wood, over-arched by nature and of a vast height, into 
a circular grove, on one side of which is a dose high 
arbour, on the other a sudden open seat that overlooks 
the meadows and river with a large distant prospect. 
Another walk under this hill winds by the river-side, 
quite covered with high trees on both banks, over-hung 
with ivy, where falls a natural cascade with never- 
ceasing murmurs. On the opposite hanging of the 
bank (which is a steep of fifty feet) is placed, with a 
very fine fancy, a rustic seat of stone, flagged and 
rough, with two urns in the same rude taste, upon 
pedestals, on each side, from whence you lose your 
eyes upon the glinmiering of the waters under the 
wood, and your ears in the constant dashing of the 
waves. In view of this is a bridge that crosses this 
stream, built in the same ruinous taste ; the wall of 
the garden hanging over it is humoured so as to 
appear the ruin of another arch or two above the 
bridge. Hence you mount the hill, over the hermit's 
seat (as they call it), described before, and so to the 
highest terrace again. On the left, full behind these 
old trees which make this whole part inexpressibly 
awful and solemn, runs a little, old, low wall, beside a 
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tvwcli ooiv€t«d with eldor threes and hy; whiohy being 
oroflfled by another bridge, brings yon to the minay ta 
oomplete the aolemnity cxf the soene. You first sea an 
did tower, penetrated by a large arch and others above 
itythroughwhioh the whole eoontry appears in prospeet, 
even when yon are at the top of the other rains; for 
tiiey stand very high, and the ground slopes down on 
all sides. These venerable broken waUs, some arches 
almost entire, of thirty or forty feet deep, some open 
like portiooes with fragments of pillars, some oirealar 
or enclosed on three sides but exposed at top, with 
Steps, which time has made of disjointed stones ta 
dimb to the highest points of the nun. These, I say, 
mi^t have a prodigious beauty, mixed with greens 
and parterres from part to part, and tiie whole heap 
standing as it does on a round hill kept smooth in 
green turf, idiioh makes a bold basement to show it. 
The open courts from building to building might be 
(iirowu into circles or octagons of grass or flowers; 
and even in the gaping rooms you have fine ir s ea 
grown that mij^t be made a natural tapestiy to the 
walls, and arch you overhead where time has uncovered 
them to the sky. Little paths of earth or sand might 
be made up the half -tumbled walls to guide from one 
view to anottier on the higher parts ; and seats placed 
here and idnre to -enjoy those views, winch acre more 
romantic 4han imagiuation can form 'tibsm. I oould 
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very much wish this were done, as well as a little 
temple built on a neighbouring round hill that is seen 
from all points of the garden and is extremely pretty. 
It would finish some walkSi and particularly be a fine 
termination to the river and be seen from the entrance 
into that deep scene I have described by the cascade, 
where it would appear as in the clouds, between the 
tops of some very lofty trees that form an arch before 
it, with a great sbpe downward to the end of the said 
liver. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
POPE'S VILLA AT TWICKENHAM. 

Nono the residence qf the Right HonownOie WeUAore MHs, 1788. 
From the ' Topographer,** 

OF all the villages situated on the banks of the 
Thames, Twickenham is acknowledged to be 
one of the most pleajsant. Its vicinitj to the metropolis, 
its fine prospect of the river, and the enchanting view 
of perhaps the richest landscapes in England, have, of 
late years, made it the centre of wealth and fashion, 
and at the distance of more than half a century ago 
captivated the taste, and procured it to the residence 
of one of the most elegant and harmonious of our 
poets. With the same veneration that a true Mussul- 
man makes a pilgrimage to the tomb of his prophet, a 
lover of the Muses visits that hallowed spot where the 
last notes were echoed from the lyre of Pope I So 

* Brewer, in the BeanOiee qfEngUmd and Watea, most fMlingly 
relates the devastation committed on this spot a f«w years staioe^ 
which 'the bright sunshine of intelleot once illumined. ' One 
may apply to Mr. Pope the line which Shakespeare addressed to 
Anne HaUiaway :— 

' 2%y eternal eummer ehaU not/ode.* 
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forcibly indeed has this passion operated that the 
neighbourhood is no less indebted for its population 
than its celebrity to this circumstance. Of all the 
nations in Europe, the English have the greatest 
attachment to dassic ground. The genius of improve- 
ment has been called in to aid the natural advantages 
of this charming place, for the present possessor has 
not only expended a considerable sum of money in the 
extension, but has also been at infinite pains in the 
adorning of the grounds, which must now be allowed 
to exhibit some of the sweetest portions of cultivated 
scenery in the vicinity of the capital. In the lifetime 
of the poetical architect, the house, like his own 
ambition, was humble and confined ; since that period 
attachment to his memory has enlarged its dimensions 
and made it in some measure worthy of his virtues. 
The centre building only was inhabited by Pope. 
Sir William Stanhope, his successor, added two wings, 
and considerably enlarged the garden adjoining to it, 
circumstances which he has recorded on a marble 
tablet placed above an arch leading to his new 
acquisitions : 

< The humble roof; the gtrden's scanty line, 
HI suit the genius of a bard divine ; 
But fancy now displays a fairer scope, 
And Stanhope's plans unfold the soul of Pope.' 

Mr. EUis has stuccoed the front of the house and 

H 
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fitted it up in an elegant and even magnifioent style ; 
the rooms are lofty and of large dimensions ; the fur- 
niture, which is modem, is of the most costly work- 
manship, and the pictures at once display the taste 
and the opulence of the owner. A charming green- 
house, a cold bath, a succession house, and a pinery, 
have also been added by that gentleman. The lawn, 
which was formerly a narrow grass plot, has, within 
these few months, been enlarged by late purchases 
from the executors of the Honourable Mr. Shirley ; it 
runs now almost the whole length of Cross Deep, and 
being embanked at the bottom, forms a beautiful in- 
flection parallel to the curve of the river. The top 
of it is fashioned into a noble terrace several hundred 
feet in length, from whence Richmond Hill is seen 
rising like a verdant amphitheatre, out of the bottom 
of a country finely diversified with wood. The slope 
which declines gently towards the Thames exhibits a 
charming and romantic prospect of that noble river, 
the face of which is ever varying by the continual and 
uninterrupted succession of objects that float upon its 
surface. Meandering walks, everywhere shadowed 
with flowering shrubs and evergreens, afford a cool and 
agreeable shelter from the scorching rays of the 
summer's sun, and being peopled by sylvan choristers, 
who sport here undistiu*bed, add not a little to the 
fascinating enjoyments of a situation that at once 
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imiteB beauty and harmony. Towards the margin of 
the stream, propped with uncommon care, and guarded 
by a holy seal from the ravages of time, still stands the 
WtBpwkg WUhw, planted by the hand of 'The Bard of 
Twickenham.' From this a thousand slips are annually 
transmitted to the most distant quarters of the globoi 
and during the present year the Empress of Russia 
has planted some in her own garden at St. Petersburg. 
Underneath this tree a small band of instrumental 
music is stationed during the summer, the melody of 
which, by the intervention of the water, has a charm- 
ing effect. The grottOj once so celebrated, is now only 
remarkable by having been erected under the eye of 
its classical composer. The dilapidations of time, and 
picuB ihefU dt travellers, who select the spars, ores, 
and even the common flints as so many holy reUeSy have 
brought it nearly to decay. It no longer forms a 
' camera obscura,' nor does ' the thin alabaster lamp of 
an orbicular form * now ' irradiate the star of looking- 
glass ' placed in the centre of it. Even * the perpetual 
rill that echoed through the garden night and day' is 
no longer in existence. The thirsty Naiads placed 
round its basin, which still remain, pant for their 
native element and lament their empty urns ! In two 
adjoining apertures in the rock, a CeresBxid SkBacehiua^ 
an excellent bust of Pope, and some other figures are 
placed, one of which has a coekh'shsU in the fore part 
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of the haty after the maimer of the andent pilgrimB. 
The right-hand cavity, which opens to the river by 
means of a small window latticed with iron bars, it is 
said contained the Poet when he composed some of his 
happiest verses. It is impossible to leave this sab- 
terraneous abode without a sympathetic recollection of 
the following apposite lines : — 

* . . . . lo 1 th' ^eiuui snt 
Where nobly pennve St John sat and tfaoosht, 
Where Biitidi n^ from dying Wyndham stole, 
And the bright flame waa shot throogh Marehmont'a aooL' 

At the extremity, next the garden, is an inscrip- 
tion cut on white marble : — 

Bt FaUentis smUa VUas,* 

In another grotto which passes under a road to 
the stables, and connects the pleasure grounds, there 
are tiiree beautiful busts of Sir W. Stanhope, his 
daughter, and the late Lord Ohesterfield, cut in Italian 
marble; opposite each a Boman urn of exquisite work- 
manship is placed in a niche formed in the wall; 
around are scattered huge masses of stone in imitation 
of rocks; wild plants and hardy forest trees that 
delight in bleak situations are also planted on each 
side to give a sylvan rudeness to the scene. From 
this, after visiting the orangery, kc., Jec., the stranger 
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is led to a small obdiak erected by Pope to the 
memoiy of his mother. On the base of it is the 
following motto, at onoe descriptive of the piety of 
the son and the virtue of the mother : — 

'AM SdUha 
Matfnm Optima, 
Mvliarvm Avumtiaama, 
VaUr 

The groves around it, which are of a circular form, 
lead into each other by means of narrow alleys ; the 
whole IB in the taste of Queen Anne's reign, and in 
regard to the design, remains exactly as when first 
planted. Notwithstanding the uniforniity of the 
ground plan, it must be acknowledged that the cypress, 
yew, and laurel, with which this part of the pleasure 
grounds abound, are planted in such a manner as to 
give a more mournful and expressive appearance to 
the scene than could have been easily achieved by all 
the boasted effects of modem gardening. 
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